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DPP/10/04

Minutes of Proceedings

of

District Policing Partnership

Public Meeting held in Islandmagee Community Centre, Middle Road, Islandmagee on Thursday 14 October 2004 at 7:15 pm. 

Members Present:
Chairman (Cllr Mrs JMI Drummond MBE), Mayor Cllr R Craig (from 8.30pm), Cllr Fulton, Mrs L Marsden (from 7.26pm), Mr C Massey, Cllr Ms GM Mulvenna, Ald J McKee, Cllr GM McKeen, Mrs M McQuitty, Cllr DG O’Connor (from 7.30pm), Mr TD Robinson JP and Mr C Wilson  

In Attendance:
Committee Administrator & Media Relations Officer, Temporary Superintendent D Hanna (Acting District Commander), Insp N Rogan,  Insp H Millar, Ms D Mullan and PA to Director of Corporate Services 


19 members of the general public were also in attendance.

1.00
APOLOGIES



No apologies had been received however, Councillor O’Connor advised later in the meeting that Mr McCaughan had submitted an apology.

2.00
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest made.

3.00
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Public Meeting – 02 September 2004

Proposed by Mr T Robinson, seconded by Councillor G McKeen and 
 
resolved:-

“That the Minutes be confirmed”.

4.00
BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES


 
Mrs Hunter advised that the DPP Manager had no items of Business 
 
Arising.


4.01  
Item 6 – Page 5 – Speeding at Ballystrudder

 
Mr Wilson expressed thanks to Councillor McKeen for his assistance in 
 
organising for Roads Service personnel to speak with concerned parties

4.02
Item 7.02 – Page 7 – Additional Patrols, Islandmagee

Mr Wilson advised that two more residents of Islandmagee had experienced 
problems with pellets being fired at windows.  He asked if the PSNI had had 
any feedback to report.

Mr Wilson also enquired as to the situation regarding the erection of goalposts 
at Islandmagee FC grounds.

In reply to Mr Wilson, District Commander (DC) Hanna advised that the problem of pellet guns had reached almost epidemic proportions.  He further advised that the guns were legally on sale but that shop keepers had been requested to monitor sales.

The officer pointed out that the guns could be mistaken for the “real thing” and that this was dangerous given the fact that they were usually in the possession of children.  Mr Hanna informed the meeting that policing of these guns was made difficult in that offenders were required to be caught in the act of using the guns illegally.

Mr Hanna confirmed to Members that where children were stopped in possession of pellet guns their parents were informed and in most cases this resulted in police retention of the weapon with a view to it being destroyed.

In respect of the issue of the goal posts the Commander advised that he would have Inspector Millar contact Mr Wilson to discuss the matter directly.



4.03
Item 6.00 – Page 6 – Road Safety Unit Roadshow – Carnlough

Mr Robinson commended the Road Safety Unit for the Roadshow and asked that the idea be developed for presentations throughout the Borough.

DC Hanna advised that he had spoken to the Road Traffic Team at Traffic Branch and that this programme was delivered to all Lower and Upper 6th Form Pupils within the Borough.

Mr Robinson requested that a letter of congratulations be forwarded to Constable Gilmore.

Mr Hanna confirmed that he had written expressing his gratitude.

Councillor Mulvenna advised that she had received complaints regarding speeding on the Bay Road, Carnlough and advised of her disappointment at this continuing practice.

Members Arrival:  Mrs Marsden entered the meeting at 7.26pm.

Councillor Mulvenna advised that she felt that the problem arose from the fact that the Glenarm PSNI Station was not permanently manned.  The Councillor asked if PSNI could address this situation.

In reply Inspector Millar advised that the Road Safety Unit officers mainly concentrated on the main causation factors for road traffic accidents. The officer advised that speed was the main factor in deaths and serious injuries on the roads.

The Inspector advised that he challenged the view that the speeding took place every night.  He informed Members that he had directed two specific Roads Unit operations recently in the area on nights when the Glenarm Station was not manned.  He advised that the aim of the operation had been to target speeding and drink driving specifically.

Members Arrival:  Councillor O’Connor entered the meeting at 7.30pm.

The officer confirmed that no detections had been recorded during the operations.  He also confirmed that there was an element of “boy racers” in the area but not every night.  Inspector Millar pointed out that there were further operations planned for the Glenarm/Carnlough area.


4.04
Item 6.00 – Page 6 – Millbrook and Antiville Roundabouts – A8

Councillor McKeen asked that his thanks be passed to Constable King for his efforts in ensuring that Roads Service marked out the “off-slips” at both roundabouts.


4.05 Item 8.04 – Page 10 – Flags

 Councillor Fulton sought explanation as to why a flag still flew at Seacourt, a 
 flag, which in his opinion would cause offence to loyalist people.  He had 
 hoped he said that the project team would already have been set up to deal 
 with this issue.

 The Councillor advised that earlier that week 15 PSNI officers were sent to 
 Walnut Hollow to remove Ulster Flags.

 The Councillor stated that it appeared that PSNI were not prepared to remove 
 foreign flags from Seacourt.  The Councillor felt also that the use of 15 
 officers was excessive.

 Councillor McKeen advised that whilst he did not condone the flying of 
 paramilitary flags people felt strongly particularly with regard to the equality 
 issue.  The Councillor also stated that the flags had been removed at night.   
 He confirmed that he had video and photographic evidence of the incident.  
 

Councillor McKeen then asked if there was a new police policy with regard to 
 the removal of flags.  He pointed out that there was an equality issue with 
 regard to foreign flags flying at Seacourt and Carnlough.

The Councillor continued by querying how well thought out any new policy 
would be in the long term.  He pointed out that a police minibus, two police 
cars, one land rover and 15 officers were deployed during the incident.

Councillor McKeen questioned the cost of the operation and also whether 
there had been any other incidents during this time which Larne PSNI had 
been unable to respond to.  He concluded by reiterating that the issue was not 
of flags but of equality and parity.

Alderman McKee voiced his agreement with previous speakers on the issue.  
He advised that it was fortunate a DPP Meeting had been scheduled to enable 
the issue to be raised quickly.  The Alderman advised also of his opposition to 
the flying of paramilitary flags and to the misuse of the national flag in this 
way.

He expressed pride in his nationality and in the Ulster flag but condemned its 
use to intimidate.

The Alderman continued by advising that he had had phone calls from 
residents of the area who wanted the flags removed.  He confirmed that he 
also wished to see equality on the issue, as he said, did some of those who had 
called him.  The Alderman questioned if the PSNI had powers to remove the 
Ulster flag when then did these powers not seem to extend to the removal of   
the Irish Tricolour at Seacourt.

Councillor O’Connor congratulated the PSNI for their actions and expressed 
his view that no flags of any description should be flown to intimidate people.  
He felt that the PSNI had a duty to take down flags no matter where they were.  
The Councillor pointed out that no mention had been made of a UVF flag 
flying at a memorial garden in Ferris Park.  He expressed his agreement with 
police actions and advised that people in Walnut Hollow were outraged at the 
incident.  The Councillor pointed out that 500 Catholic people had been 
intimated out of Larne in the past five years, he expressed the view that more 
serious incidents often followed the initial marking out of territory with flags.

Mr Robinson advised that there was no need for paramilitary flags at all.  He pointed out that he understood the desire for Union and Ulster flags to be flown around the Twelfth of July period but felt that on this important issue there required to be a level playing field.  He felt therefore that if one flag was removed then there was no reason to have the Tricolour flying throughout the Borough.  He believed that one set of flags only could not be seen to be removed.

Alderman McKee expressed his feeling of the value of the work of the DPP and his view that it should not be ruined.  Indeed he said the Partnership had a vital role to play in the proper policing of the area and that a good working relationship had been built up.

The Alderman in response to Councillor O’Connor’s observations on families being intimidated out of the Borough said that he did not condone the intimidation of any Roman Catholic family.  He felt that all should work together.  He also pointed out that the Councillor had failed to mention the numbers (up to 50) of families who had been forced to leave Seacourt and whose homes had been knocked down.  He advised that these families had been offended by the flying of the Irish Tricolour.  The Alderman reiterated his opposition to the flying of paramilitary flags and felt that the PSNI should give an explanation of the incident.

Councillor Drummond advised that at a meeting held the previous Friday the DC had explained his reasoning and had advised that he had had complaints from both sides of the community.  Mrs Drummond advised that focus groups were to be formed to work on this issue.

In his reply to Councillor Fulton DC Hanna confirmed that the operation had not cost anything extra.  He also pointed out that the incident at Walnut Hollow was in response to a specific incident and not part of a new policy.  The officer further advised that there had been 29 Ulster flags and 9 UDA/UFF flags erected during the hours of darkness by people from outside the area.  He confirmed that they had caused great offence. 

DC Hanna explained that he had made a decision that the UDA flags required to be removed before daylight.  The following morning he had visited the area and begun negotiations to have the other flags removed.  DC Hanna pointed out that the had deliberately taken the view that there should not be a media war and that any publicity should be about the work done to have the flags removed.  The officer reiterated that although the Walnut Hollow issue was a single incident he had nevertheless attempted to use the incident to have the Tricolour removed from Seacourt.  He confirmed that the community there were willing to negotiate to have the flag removed and that he had used the Walnut Hollow incident as a leverage tool.

Councillor Fulton advised that he was unhappy with the answer, he reiterated that the PSNI were not prepared to go into Seacourt and remove a flag.  He pointed out that PSNI had asked for the removal in Seacourt but not in Walnut Hollow – he felt that this was a two handed approach.

DC Hanna advised again that the Walnut Hollow incident was a separate issue.

Councillor Drummond reiterated that once the forum was operational such issues could be addressed, also that it may be discussed at a forthcoming Private Meeting of the Partnership.

Mrs Hunter advised that she would ensure that the DPP Manager was aware that the issue should be placed on an agenda for a Private Meeting of the DPP.

Councillor Fulton again expressed the view that loyalist people were unhappy and questioned why discussions should be held at a Private Meeting.


5.00
DISTRICT COMMANDER’S REPORT



Members had been provided with a copy of the report with the agenda and Ms 
 
Danielle Mullan proceeded to give an overview.  She highlighted that there 
 
had been an overall drop of 25% in recorded crime during the period August 
 
2004 in comparison with that recorded in August 2003.


5.01
Report

Ms Mullan then proceeded with the report which dealt with the following:

· An overview of the DCU

· Comparison with neighbouring areas

· Crime Breakdown & Trends

· Drugs

· Sectarian Incidents

· Arrests


Ms Mullan highlighted the figures for the reporting of Domestic Violence 
Incidents were no injury had occurred.  This year’s figure of 82% was 
significantly higher than 2003 which was at 60%.  Inspector Millar pointed out 
that this reflected an increased awareness of this issue and that the public were now keener to report such incidents before they reached the physical violence stage.

In general Ms Mullan was able to report that the DCU had met almost all of the targets required and indeed had exceeded them in some instances.

Members were then given the opportunity to raise questions.  Alderman McKee commended the work of the DCU, in particular the reduction of sectarian incidents reported.
 


5.02
Incident Report Forms


Mr Robinson concurred with the sentiments expressed by Alderman McKee.
He asked if a crime/incident report form required to be completed for every 
incident reported.

In reply Inspector Millar advised of the procedures when details of an incident were received. In response to Mr Robinson the Inspector confirmed that it was mandatory for a report form to be completed for every incident.


5.03
Crime Figures

Councillor McKeen asked if the figures presented represented a monthly figure or if detections for crimes occurring in previous months were included.

DC Hanna confirmed that the detection rates presented were a running total for the year.



5.04
Cross Community Initiatives

Councillor McKeen offered congratulations to the local DCU on its cross community initiatives and asked in particular that the DC accept the thanks of Millbrook Youth Club for their recent use of the PSNI minibus.
 


5.05
Domestic Violence

Councillor McKeen also voiced congratulations to the team for their efforts in raising awareness of this issue and for the increase in reporting of non-violent incidents.

In reply DC Hanna informed that Inspector Miller was the lead officer on this issue and that Domestic Violence was recognised as a major factor in policing.  He also advised that he would like to have another officer trained in this discipline within the DCU.


5.06
Drugs

In congratulating DC Hanna and his team Councillor McKeen enquired as to whether there had been any feedback from the Theatre production on drugs and if there was an evaluation process.

DC Hanna advised that attendances had been good and that feedback on the night had also been good.  However he advised that it was very difficult to measure results in the long term although he confirmed that drug related crime in the District was not as bad as in some other areas.  He pointed out that knew the District was not drug free.

Councillor Fulton expressed his disappointment that there had been no arrests for drugs related offences. 

In reply DC Hanna confirmed that the use of illegal drugs was of concern to his officers. He advised that they could not carry out searches without the intelligence to back them up.  He pointed out that nightlife in Larne was returning to what he called, “normal” levels.  He said that this may attract some unsavoury elements, however he pointed out that major drug crime did not seem to be a factor at present.  The officer advised that the figures for the previous year had included seizures by the Drugs Squad at the Port of Larne but confirmed that his team made strenuous efforts in relation to this type of crime.


5.07
Road Traffic Issues

Councillor Fulton queried the nature of the serious injuries mentioned in the report and asked if the accident was caused by speed or dangerous driving.  He also asked if incidences of the use of mobiles whilst driving was included in the figures.

In reply Inspector Miller advised that the accident referred to was still under investigation and therefore he could not comment on specifics.  However he advised again of the four main causation factors in relation to road traffic accidents.

The Inspector suggested that whilst mobile phone use was not seen as a main causation factor in accidents. The officer confirmed that such use was a recognised danger and indeed he said the Roads Safety Unit had carried out an operation in April 2004 in Larne where 200 fixed penalty tickets had been issued for this offence.  He pointed out that the use of mobile phones whilst driving lead to drivers committing other traffic offences which he confirmed his officers would enforce.

In response to Councillor Fulton the officer confirmed that the offence was non-endorseable but that a fixed penalty of £30 was issued.  DC Hanna confirmed that the offence was categorised as dangerous driving.

Inspector Rogan also advised that with the permission of P&O police were erecting signage in lorry drivers lounges on ferries warning of the dangers and the penalties.

Mrs McQuitty enquired as to how many people involved in the accidents were seriously hurt.  Inspector Millar advised that there were two serious injuries.  Mrs McQuitty asked if more graphic signage such as “Kill your speed” signs or signs showing the numbers of people killed at various locations could be erected.  She also advocated targeting primary school children with educational road safety messages such as the Green X Code.

In reply Inspector Millar advised that he would look at including appropriate messages on the Main Street noticeboard. He also advised that education was important and that Road Traffic Unit officers discussed offences with drivers and handed out leaflets in relation to the offences committed.  He also pointed out that the Road Safety Unit had give a number of talks and were very much involved in the provision of Roads Safety information to pedestrians.  Mrs McQuitty commended the PSNI for their recent presentation on this subject at Glenarm.


5.08
 Vehicle Crime

Mr Wilson asked the PSNI Officers the following questions relating to vehicle crime:

(i) If the perpetrators were local or were gangs of travelling criminals
(ii)  had any stolen vehicle or property stolen from vehicles been retrieved
(iii) how many vehicles stopped at checkpoints were being driven without insurance

In reply the District Commander advised that one stolen vehicle had been located in West Belfast and that no property had been recovered.   The officer advised that thefts from vehicles appeared to be by those from outside the area.  He continued by advising that some vehicle theft was related to creeper burglaries.

Members Arrival: Councillor Craig entered the meeting at 8.30pm.

Inspector Millar stated that it was difficult to quantify the numbers of drivers stopped who were driving without insurance.  He pointed out that there were a number of disqualified drivers in the district but that the increased numbers of vehicle check points led to an increasing chance that they would be caught.


5.09
Drugs

Councillor O’Connor asked the PSNI officers the following questions:

(i)  If the PSNI were aware of a leaflet being distributed within the Seacourt area regarding drugs misuse and if so if they knew who was behind it

(ii)  If officers  were aware of the perception in the community that paramilitary organisations made their money from drugs and if so if they recognised that there were great concerns at the lack of arrests

(iii)  If the PSNI had any means of roadside detection of drivers who had taken drugs and also if it was routine for drivers to be tested for drugs when stopped

The Councillor also advised of his view that improved road signage in relation to speed did have the effect of improving road safety figures.

In response to Councillor O’Connor Inspector Rogan advised that he was aware of the leaflet circulated in the Seacourt area.  In fact he confirmed the Seacourt Community Council had paid for the leaflet in an effort to highlight the problem of drugs misuse and the equipment being used by drug takers.  The officer also advised that the Community Council were now seeking outside advice and had asked him to speak to the young people of the area.

In reply to the Councillor on the drugs driving issue Inspector Millar advised that there had been a recent advertising programme on the issue.  He advised that there were a number of Roadside Testing Units within the Province but that the use of these was restricted to the Roads Policing Units.  The officer advised that the unit at Antrim was sometimes used within the DCU and that it was hoped that when more officers had been trained and more testing devices available that Larne would have one in the future.

Inspector Millar stated that the local officers who stopped someone driving erratically and who they had reason to believe had taken either alcohol or drugs could take the driver to the police station where a Doctor could take a blood sample which would then be analysed for both prescription drugs and illegal substances.

The officer also welcomed the DPP position on road safety signage and suggested that although Department for Regional Development was responsible for signage the PSNI during their site meetings with them could discuss speeding problems in specific areas. He also said that he could liaise with the Head of Roads Policing and report back to the Partnership on the issue.


5.10 Community Initiatives

Mrs Marsden congratulated the team on the figures presented.  She congratulated the team on the figures presented.  She asked however if the community initiatives currently operating within Larne Town could be extended to rural areas.

DC Hanna advised that there were numerous cross community events and that it was hoped to reach all parts of the Borough.  The officer advised that if anyone knew of any groups who would benefit from cross community involvement then they should contact the PSNI.

5.11 Speed Control

Mr Massey asked if PSNI officers could assist in realising the creation of speed ramps at Dixon Park.  He queried if such measures were the responsibility of the Department of Regional Development of PSNI.

Inspector Millar advised that it was very difficult for the police to monitor each area of the district where there were play facilities and as a result numbers of children.

The officer stated that the installation of speed ramps were the responsibility of Department of Regional Development.  He confirmed that the Department assessed the statistics in relation to speed in an area and suggested that very often there was simply a perception of speed.  He clarified that 30mph speed limit was not intended as a recommended speed but was a maximum.

Inspector Hanna advised that he had raised the issue at a recent Department of Regional Development site meeting and that they had no plans to provide speed ramps in the district.  He advised that there had been a suggestion that speed ramps be installed outside Larne Grammar School but that this was not an option due to the road condition in the area.

Inspector Millar confirmed that the Department of Regional Development required evidence of excessive speeds before they would look at the implementation of speed restrictions in an area.

5.12 Parking

The Mayor (Councillor Craig) raised the issue of people parking all day on Main Street, Larne, particularly business people and employees.  Councillor Craig pointed out that there now appeared to be no traffic wardens for the Town and asked if PSNI officers could take a role in parking issues especially in the run up to Christmas.

In reply Inspector Rogan advised that there were two officers dedicated to Town Centre traffic management.  He advised that in addition to the recent parking bays marked out on Main Street he would like to see kerb markings.  The officer confirmed that some traders were still parking on Main Street all day but that his officers were visiting them and advising that they were taking up spaces which could be used by potential shoppers.  He confirmed that there had been a programme of advice and warning but that tickets for this type of parking were now being issued.

DC Hanna stated that there were two cycling officers on duty in the Town Centre from 01 October 2004 and that their duties included traffic management and crime prevention.  He said that there had been a two week cooling off period before tickets were to be issued following the marking out of the bays.  This had now passed and enforcement would now commence.  The officer confirmed that it was unlikely that there would be a traffic warden presence in the near future.

6.00
QUESTIONS


6.01
Minor Road Traffic Accidents – PSNI Attendance

Mr Robinson asked for clarification on the policy of non-attendance by PSNI 
officers at minor traffic collisions.

DC Hanna advised that Inspector Millar had devised a policy for the district in relation to this issue.  Inspector Millar advised that attendance at very minor 
collisions such as clashes of wing mirrors took up a lot of police resources 
without the prospect of any prosecution.  The officer advised that the directive for non-attendance at minor collisions came from the Chief Constable at Headquarters.  He confirmed that he had developed a policy whereby unless an accident met with strict criteria then officers would attend.  In any case details must be passed to a Sergeant who would make the decision as to whether officers would attend.  The inspector also advised that where officers did not attend those involved in the accident would be offered a collision care pack giving advice on what should be done following such a collision.

Mr Robinson also commended the efforts of Mr Wilson in ensuring that the meeting had been well attended that evening.  

He also raised a number of queries in relation to provision of information to DPP Members for discussion with Community Groups and an away day proposed for Members.  He also raised the possibility of the Partnership meeting in Glenarm.

Mrs Hunter assented to forward all the points raised to the DPP Manager. 


6.02
Questions submitted to Members 

Mr Wilson then put forward questions on behalf of local people which he had been given as follows:-

(i)  Could something be done to control the speed of vehicles in the vicinity of the Rinkha and the Port Road junction.

(ii)  A resident who had been experiencing problems due to stones and pellets being thrown at a window had asked if and when ASBO’s would be in use in NI and also how difficult they would be to enforce.

(iii)  Could vehicle checkpoints positioned after the exit of the 30mph speed limit be moved to inside the limit as it was felt that to position the speed checks outside the speed limit area was unfair.  He also asked for the number of prosecutions since the speed limit had been introduced.

(iv)  He queried if there were CCTV cameras or security personnel in the Bus Station, Larne as there had been an attack on a 15 year old school boy.

(v)  The Member also asked if an accident occurred where a shoe fell from the “shoe tree” in Islandmagee who would be held responsible.

Mr Wilson also took the opportunity to pass on thanks of a local resident to the PSNI who he said had responded promptly to a recent incident when a burglar alarm had been activated.

In response DC Hanna advised that Inspector Millar would report directly to Mr Wilson on the speed issues.

Inspector Millar explained that there were three partners relating to the enforcement of ASBO’s, the police, the NI Housing Executive and the local Council.  He said such orders were to be used where someone had acted in a manner likely to cause harm to someone not in his household.  The officer pointed out that the legislation came into force in August 2004 and was not retrospective.  He advised that there required to be written evidence beyond a reasonable doubt that a person had acted in a specific way at specific times or complaint that there was stress caused by the actions of this person.

Inspector Millar also confirmed that ASBO’s could not be used immediately and that other avenues such as Youth Behaviour Contracts should be explored.

DC Hanna thanked Mr Wilson for the comments made regarding response times, an issue which the officer advised he was endeavouring to improve.

He advised that Inspector Rogan would visit the family of the boy attacked at the Bus Station and also would visit the Bus Station and allocate officers to pass the Station regularly.

Councillor McKeen questioned officers in relation to recent incidents in Glynn where fireworks had been put into glass bottles.  He asked what police could do to combat this practice.  The Councillor pointed out also that lorry drivers seemed to be offering fireworks for sale.

Councillor McKeen also raised the issue of the Community Policing Team where it appeared that changed working practices meant that they were unavailable to take part in various community activities when requested.

He also asked if police had any powers to stop the mini roundabouts at Linn Road being treated as give way areas.

DC Hanna concurred with the sentiments expressed by Councillor McKeen in relation to the roundabouts and confirmed that they were not being used properly.  He assented to speak with Department of Regional Development staff on this issue.

On the fireworks issue the officer advised that if any information was provided to his team then they could act upon it.  He said that in this regard searches and any subsequent arrests were intelligence led.  In respect of the issue of lorry drivers the officer advised that Port Police had more powers than his officers.

In reply on the Community Policing Initiative Inspector Rogan advised that there were six officers in the team split into 2-3 off teams, they were he said involved in school projects and with community groups.  He informed Members that a pilot scheme to see if better quality foot patrols could be achieved.

Mrs Marsden raised the question of the speed limit at Island Road Lower and suggested that the Speed Indicator Device (SID) be positioned there.  She also queried if the limit should be extended to cover the houses on one side of the bridge.

In response Inspector Millar advised that he could instigate a speed prevention programme in the first instance rather than enforcement and that the SID could be employed.

Councillor O’Connor raised a query on parking at St Comgalls Club.  In reply Inspector Millar advised that parking at St Comgalls Club could be seen as obstruction of the road.  He suggested that he could arrange for officers to provide education rather than enforcement at this junction.  Councillor O’Connor advised that the removal of double yellow lines may help.  Inspector Millar assented to have officers look at the situation.


7.00
CORRESPONDENCE


7.01
PSNI Full Time Reserve

Mrs Hunter advised that Members had received copies of letters from both Alderman McKee and Belfast DPP in relation to this issue.

Alderman McKee advised of his view that the Partnership could debate the issue without causing division.  The Alderman advised that in his view many Reserve Officers had given much to service of the community and that to abolish the Reserve was to sacrifice those officers.

Councillor McKeen queried how the decision would affect the resources for policing in the District.

Councillor McKeen proposed a vote of no confidence in the decision taken by the Chief Constable and that the decision should be reconsidered.

Councillor O’Connor advised of his view that such proposals must be submitted in writing.  Mr Robinson advised that Standing Orders did not require such proposals to be submitted in writing.

Councillor O’Connor voiced the opinion that those opposed to this were hoping to prohibit full introduction of the Patten reforms.

The Councillor contended that reduction of sickness levels and bringing officers based at Police Headquarters into frontline policing would increase the numbers of officers available policing duties.  He suggested that opposition to the abolishment of full time Reservists was an attempt to water down 50/50 recruitment.

Alderman McKee advised of his wish to avoid political debate whilst recognising Councillor O’Connor’s viewpoint.

Mrs Hunter clarified that unlike Council Standing Orders there was no requirement under DPP Standing Orders to submit notice of motion in writing.  The officer clarified that discussion of an item on the agenda was permitted and this issue had been duly presented on the agenda.

Councillor Fulton in seconding the proposal advised of his concern of people regarding the level of policing service in Northern Ireland.  He contended that much experience and knowledge was being lost to the PSNI.  Councillor Drummond advised of her view that local knowledge was vital to the Policing Service.

Mr Robinson felt that the disbandment of the Full Time Reserve was simply a political decision.  He asked how this decision would affect policing in Larne.

In reply DC Hanna advised that he was required to police the district with the resources he was allocated.  However he pointed out that he had 15 Full Time Reserve officers.  He advised that to lessen the impact he would be attempting to have more regular officers assigned to Larne.  He confirmed that the changes would not occur overnight and that the process was not due to commence until 01 April 2005.  He advised that he would manage the changes in conjunction with the community and pointed out that the organisation had managed much change to date.

Proposed by Councillor McKeen, seconded by Councillor Fulton:

”That Larne DPP have take a vote of no confidence in the decision taken by the Chief Constable in relation to the reduction of the numbers of Full Time Reserve officers and the effect that this decision will have on policing.  The Partnership asks that the decision be reconsidered along with the implications for Larne DCU and that the Policing Board be advised accordingly.”

Eight Members voted for the resolution with two Members voting against.


7.02
Attacks on the Elderly – Retired Teachers

Members had been provided with a copy letter from the Retired Teachers Association NI in relation to continued attacks on elderly people.

Councillor Craig proposed that Members and PSNI officers take note of the contents.


7.03
NI Affairs Committee: Request for evidence into the functions of the Northern Ireland Policing Board

Members were provided with a copy letter from Dr John Patterson seeking views on the above.

Members discussed the letter and agreed that they should contact the DPP Manager with their comments to be presented to them in a draft letter at the next Private meeting of the Partnership.  They also wished that an extension to the date be sought.


7.04
Workshop:  “Your Community – Your Concern” Tackling Problems in Partnership

Members had been provided with a copy of an invitation to the above event to be held on 02 November 2004 in Dunadry Hotel.  Two Members:  one elected and one independent were to be nominated.

It was agreed that Mr Wilson and Alderman McKee be nominated to represent the DPP at the Workshop.


7.05
Visit to Operational Command Unit

Members were provided with a copy letter from PSNI Commander of Operational Command Unit advising of a postponement of visits to the Unit in October.

Members noted the correspondence.

Mrs Drummond expressed thanks to those Members of the public who had attended and assured that as in the past the DPP would endeavour to reach all areas of the Borough and would, it was hoped, go to Glenarm at some point in the near future.

Meeting terminated at 9:46pm.




………………………… Chairman




………………………… Secretary






…………………………..Date

