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MEMBERS:
Councillors
Tom Elliott (Chairman) 

Mr Oliver Breen




John O’Kane (Vice Chairman)
Mr Keith Burns




Harold Andrews


Mrs Mandy Egerton




Wilson Elliott



Mrs Maeve Ferguson




Gerry Gallagher


Mrs Hazel Hicks

Bert Johnston 



Mr Seamus McCusker

Bertie Kerr



Mrs Mary McHugh





David Kettyles


Mr Mannix Magee




Fergus McQuillan






Cecil Noble

1. APOLOGIES

2. OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

3. MINUTES

To confirm the Minutes of the meeting in public held on Wednesday, 10 March 2004.  (Copy attached)

4. POLICE ESTATE

To receive a presentation by the District Commander on the police estate.

5. PRESENTATION

To receive the report of the District Commander on policing in the District.

(Copy attached)

To question the District Commander on his report. 

To question the District Commander on aspects of policing in the District.
6. QUESTIONS

To observe the District Commander’s response to written questions submitted by members of the public.  
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Chief Executive

FERMANAGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

FERMANAGH DISTRICT POLICING PARTNERSHIP

Minutes of the Fermanagh District Policing Partnership meeting held in public in the Castle Park Centre, Lisnaskea on Wednesday, 12 May 2004 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT:  
Councillors Tom Elliott (Chairman), John O’Kane (Vice Chairman), Harold Andrews, Wilson Elliott, Gerry Gallagher, Bert Johnston, Bertie Kerr, David Kettyles, Fergus McQuillan and Cecil Noble.

Mr Oliver Breen, Mr Keith Burns, Mrs Mandy Egerton, Mrs Maeve Ferguson, Mrs Hazel Hicks, Mr Seamus McCusker, Mrs Mary McHugh and Mr Mannix Magee.

APOLOGY:
Mr Gerry Love.

IN ATTENDANCE:
Chief Executive, Head of Administration, DPP Manager and Committee Clerk. 

DPP40/04
MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting in public held on Wednesday, 10 March 2004 were approved and signed.

DPP41/04
MATTER ARISING – FERMANAGH DPP MEETING IN PUBLIC, 10 MARCH 2004
Appendix 5 – Question Asked by Councillor Kettyles on Behalf of a Resident of Enniskillen (page 13)

Members noted a response from DRD Roads Service regarding road closures for building works, which had been tabled for information.

DPP42/04
POLICE ESTATE
The Chairman invited the District Commander to make a presentation on the police estate.

The District Commander gave a brief overview of the Fermanagh DCU Business Management Survey for the period 1 to 28 March 2004.  This had been circulated for Members’ attention.

RECOMMENDED: that this document be discussed further with the District Commander at the next meeting in public.

DPP43/04
PRESENTATION
The Chairman invited the District Commander to make his report on policing in the District during the period 1 April 2003 to 31 March 2004.  

The District Commander made a presentation under the following headings:

· DCU Performance against Annual Policing Plan and Local Policing Plan Targets

· Policing with the Community

· Community Safety

· Community Involvement

· Crime Prevention

· Domestic Burglary

· Vehicle Crime

· Criminal Damage

· Overall Crime

· All Crime – Four Year Comparison

· Breakdown of All Crime April 2003 – February 2004.

Members were then invited to ask the District Commander questions in respect of his report (detailed in Appendix 2) and on aspects of policing in the District (Appendix 3).    

DPP44/04
QUESTIONS
The District Commander responded to written questions submitted by members of the public as detailed in Appendix 4.

DPP45/04
CHAIRMAN
As this was his last meeting as Chairman of Fermanagh DPP, Councillor Elliott expressed his thanks to the District Commander and Constable Galloway and extended best wishes to the incoming Chairman, Councillor John O’Kane.

On behalf of the DPP, Councillor O’Kane paid tribute to the Chairman’s dedication, leadership and impartiality during his term of office.

RISING:
The Committee rose at 10.10pm.

All the Members named were present for the duration of the meeting except Councillors Wilson Elliott and Gerry Gallagher who left at 8.55pm, David Kettyles at 9.10pm, Bertie Kerr and Fergus McQuillan at 9.50pm and Harold Andrews at 10.00pm.

Appendix 2

Fermanagh DPP Meeting Held in Public

Castle Park Centre, Lisnaskea

Wednesday, 12 May 2004 at 7.30pm

QUESTIONS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Question 1 asked by Councillor Tom Elliott

Chief Superintendent, at our meeting in March you said you would report on the progress of the PSNI / Fermanagh Access partnership at the meeting tonight.

District Commander’s Response

The partnership between the PSNI and Fermanagh Access is ongoing.

Question 2 asked by Councillor Tom Elliott

Chief Superintendent, at an earlier meeting you indicated that you would examine further the possibility of a response times template for the District.  Have you had an opportunity to progress this yet?

District Commander’s Response

The District Commander advised that there had been no progress on this matter.  It was not PSNI policy and had not been discussed.  Response times in Fermanagh DCU were fine and officers wasted no time in responding to a call.  He expressed an interest in the concept but stated that it would be difficult to invent a set of response times.    

In response to a Member’s query the District Commander advised that details of the time of calls and the length of time it took police to respond were recorded.  As this information was available it could be possible to monitor response times on a general basis.  The District Commander agreed to discuss the matter further at another meeting.   

QUESTION ARISING FROM THE DISTRICT COMMANDER’S REPORT
Question 3 asked by Councillor Tom Elliott

Chief Superintendent, there are various aspects of your report that do not make easy reading although I appreciate that some dramatic percentage increases relate to an increase of only three or four crimes.

Reductions in notifiable offences such as assault, criminal damage and vehicle crime are commendable and a clearance rate of 70% for violent crime is excellent.  However, in tackling domestic burglary the police must do better.  How do you propose to address this problem during this year?

Something which concerns me is the 50%+ increase in sexual offences.  The image that springs to mind is sexual assaults against women but obviously sexual offences can be more widely defined.  Can you explain the nature of this type of crime and what are the reasons for such a dramatic increase in the number of these crimes?  Again, how do you propose to reduce the level of this type of offence?

District Commander’s Response

The District Commander advised that the police were concentrating resources on volume crimes.  The National Intelligence Model was working better and police were more focused.  The actual increase in the number of sexual offences was quite small and an historical report could increase the figures significantly.   

The District Commander referred to a career burglar living in Donegal who made regular visits to Enniskillen.  A number of stolen generators had been recovered from him but they had no markings on them and as no one had reported the thefts they were returned to him.  

QUESTIONS ON ASPECTS OF POLICING IN THE DISTRICT

Question 4 asked by Councillor John O’Kane

Chief Superintendent, I understand that the Chief Constable is planning to make radical changes to the structure of the PSNI in terms of combining district command units.  Can you explain what these proposed changes are and what the impact will be for Fermanagh.  I appreciate these changes are not of your making but I find it quite strange that this type of re-organisation is being developed at a strategic level without consultation.  Patten said that ‘the presumption should be that everything should be made available for public scrutiny unless it is in the public’s interest – not the police’s interest – to hold it back’.  

District Commander’s Response

The proposal at present is that Fermanagh should become part of a larger policing district based on the council areas of Fermanagh, Omagh and Strabane.  This will involve changes to command structures and to administrative functions with some centralising and streamlining.  

By and large, subject to an ongoing estate review being carried out at Headquarters, there will be little change to the delivery of operational policing.  I believe the proposals are that the DPP structure will not be affected.  I know that the Chief Constable intends to bring his proposals to the Policing Board and we will be doing the same with you but we are at the earliest stages of this major proposal.

The District Commander also advised that he had reservations about the proposal as restructuring had already taken place and more changes could be very unsettling.  

Ancillary Question asked by Councillor John O’Kane

The proposed move by Roads Policing to Omagh seems to fit into the ethos of merging resources.  If the move goes ahead, was it part of the restructuring process all along and was this DPP being mislead?

District Commander’s Response

Moving Roads Policing to Omagh was not part of the restructuring and the Policing Board had not been consulted either.

Question 5 asked by Councillor Gerry Gallagher on behalf of Mr Gerry Love

Given the intensity of the mindless vandalism and damage that occurred week ending 3 April 2004 in Enniskillen, does the District Commander have anything positive to report back to the DPP regarding these acts of loutish behaviour?

Is he in a position to advise the DPP exactly how many officers are on duty within the town area on any given weekend?  There is a consensus from people within the town that officers are not visible in enough areas on Friday/Saturday nights to prevent trouble escalating.  Is it that officers have been possibly re-deployed elsewhere or maybe it is down to ‘resourcing’ or should one say, lack of resourcing, which is why these problems are so frequent nowadays.

Also, was the Support Unit available in Enniskillen on the evening of 3 April 2004 and if so, could it have been deployed to clamp down on these hooligans?

District Commander’s Response

On the evening of Saturday, 3 April 2004 I had a total of one Inspector, two Sergeants and 14 Constables on patrol between the hours of 10.30pm and 4.00am.  In addition, one Sergeant and two Constables were on duty to 11.00pm.  

One Sergeant and seven Constables were performing response cover to the DCU.  One Sergeant and seven Constables were providing dedicated public order cover to Enniskillen town centre.  It is policy that officers are deployed in high visibility vehicles whenever possible, especially at weekends during peak periods.  

The Tactical Support Unit was not available on the evening in question.  We bid for TSG every week but we only get them about once a month and we get a remnant of the Unit – we have to share them with Strabane and Omagh.  If the unit had been available, they would have been deployed in a public order capacity to deal with this type of behaviour.

The District Commander advised that the incident was under active investigation.

Question 6 asked by Mr Mannix Magee

Great concern has been expressed in the Irvinestown area around different types of crime recently.

Given the most recent armed robbery of a Securicor van and the armed robbery of one of the local banks in the past year can the Commander inform us what steps had been taken between these two events to ensure that this can be either eradicated or minimised?

There continues to be ongoing anti social behaviour that blights all of society

(a) speeding and car racing at night in the town using a number of side streets as a race track

(b) the breaking of windows

(c) disturbing not only residents who live on the main street but also those who live in both the private and residential areas of the town

(d) public brawling and fighting.

Can the Commander indicate to us the level of foot patrolling and car patrolling being carried out in the area?

Can the Commander give any reassurance to the people of the area that policing is working, in particular where there is an unpredicted rise in crime?

District Commander’s Response

These robberies are carried out by professional gangs from Belfast and we are entirely dependent on intelligence and prior warning in these situations.  I can report that as a result of intelligence at least three other robberies have been averted.  

In respect of the issues you have raised regarding Irvinestown, you are quite right in that this type of activity blights society and similar concerns can be raised in other villages throughout the County.

The level of foot patrolling and mobile patrolling cannot be accurately measured without putting into place a fairly bureaucratic recording system that my officers would have to complete daily.  I acknowledge the level of foot patrolling is not as high as I would wish it to be.  

I have passed your concerns on to Sergeant Elliott in Irvinestown to address and report back to me prior to the next meeting.

The District Commander also advised that the robberies in Irvinestown were not difficult and the town was seen as a ‘soft touch’. Last month Roads Policing had been in the area at the time of a similar incident and had averted another robbery.  Every police officer that had been available that day had been re-deployed to the incident.

A Member referred to an incident where the police had seemed to stand by and do nothing during a fracas in the town.  The District Commander advised that he would investigate this and report back.  

A Member requested clarification on the powers of arrest and PACE. 

RECOMMENDED: that a presentation be made to the DPP on PACE.

Question 7 asked by Councillor Harold Andrews

Chief Superintendent, on 31 March 2004 I attended a presentation by the new Public Prosecutions Service on changes to the criminal prosecution service.  The Fermanagh/Tyrone project commenced last month.  I understand the police will have no input into whether a case will be prosecuted or not and the PPS will provide police with prosecution advice at every stage of a police investigation.

What impact will this have on cases being brought to court?  Will it slow the process down?  Will it free up police resources for policing?

District Commander’s Response

The main effect will be to standardise the quality of prosecution files and improve delivery times.  As it progresses it is envisaged that officers will be able to submit papers electronically.  This will speed up the process and affect the need for typists and the file preparation unit.  It will free up resources in that each officer should spend less time on each file.

The only drawback I see is that local input will be lost and the opportunity to apply common sense to local decisions is lost.

Question 8 asked by Mr Seamus McCusker

Chief Superintendent, your police establishment of regular officers has been further eroded by 20+ officers to be deployed to a new Crime Operations Department.  Were you consulted about this?  What benefits will this district derive from this new Department and will a review of the establishment of this Department be carried out?  

How will the loss of this number of officers impact upon your plan to establish community policing and neighbourhood policing teams in the district?

District Commander’s Response

The benefits of the new Crime Operations Department are two-fold.  Firstly, it will provide a much more efficient system to deal with serious crime and will provide specialised skills and services that are not always available to us in Fermanagh DCU.

Secondly, it will release my detectives to deal with volume crime issues and not become involved in protracted serious crime investigations.  

The loss of officers will affect my plans to establish community policing but I am determined to make the best use of whatever I have.  As the need to man stations and the security situation improves I will add to my concentration on community policing.

The District Commander advised that he had been consulted up to a point and that every other DCU would be affected in the same way.

The District Commander also advised that the first batch of new part time reservists had gone through the training process and were working in some areas but not in Fermanagh.  He advised that the number of hours worked by the part time reserve had not changed.  The budget had changed and this had affected resources.  The resources available would go to those who would make best use of it.  

Question 9 asked by Mrs Maeve Ferguson

Chief Superintendent, I read in the Annual Policing Plan that the police intend to monitor the number of racist or homophobic crimes.  What is the size of this problem in Fermanagh and what steps have been taken to address the issue?

District Commander’s Response

The PSNI has an ethnic and homophobic monitoring system within the service. One officer from each DCU is appointed as Ethnic and Minority Liaison Officer.  In Fermanagh DCU it is Sergeant Gary King, Community Safety Branch.  

Within the last two years there have been approximately six incidents reported.  There have been none in which the victims have taken the racism seriously.  A percentage has been children calling names, etc.

Forms in various languages have been designed relating our organisation’s commitment to neutralising racist incidents.  These are available from Police reception.

Part of the Citizenship and Safety Education programme covers ‘dealing with difference’, including racism.

We have had discussions with other organisations with the intention of forming an Anti Racist Forum. This, as yet, has not been formulated due to the commitments of some of the other voluntary organisations.

In response to a Member’s query regarding the handling of sex offenders, the District Commander advised that all offenders were allocated a manager who supervised the offender’s behaviour in public.  Offenders had to advise the District Commander if they were leaving the District for more than seven days.  In theory, no offender should ‘slip through the net’.  The procedure for handling sex offenders in the community was lengthy and complex. The joint social services committee prepared a management plan for the offender to decide for example, if people in the locality and schools should be notified of the offender’s presence in the District.

The District Commander advised that Sergeant Cross could provide Members with more detail if required.    

It was suggested that several sex offenders were presently living in Enniskillen.  The District Commander advised that he was not aware of this and agreed to investigate the matter further.

QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Question 10 asked by Mr Oliver Breen on behalf of a resident of the District

In early March it was reported that a large number of tyres were brought into the Cornagrade area.  About mid March a very large bonfire was started at the play area beside the back lough.

The fire has done considerable damage to the tarmac surface.  There were also a number of expensive food trolleys destroyed by the bonfire.  These trolleys were taken from a nearby shop with great expense to the shop owner.

My question is, how did the youths get such a large number of tyres, or any, for that matter, as we were under the impression that tyre suppliers were now legally bound not to give out tyres to youths and that old tyres would be kept in a secure place.  What does this say for this year’s bonfire period?

Surely, consideration must be given to the problems which arose last year when smoke damage was caused to the Erne Hospital and patients were put at risk.

District Commander’s Response

It is very difficult to enforce any legislation for a bonfire, as it is virtually impossible to identify an owner or persons who can be held accountable, especially if it involves children.

Bonfires are a community issue and are best dealt by representatives from the community working alongside the statutory agencies of local government, fire and police.  

The legislation relating to tyres is ambiguous.  Tyre depot owners are bound by Health and Safety legislation to securely store and properly dispose of waste products, such as used tyres.  They are also bound by a ‘duty of care’ and should not ‘give’ tyres to youths for bonfires.  Under Duty of Care any tyre depot handing out tyres can be prosecuted for failure to dispose of waste tyres in the correct manner.  The prosecuting agency for this is the Environment and Heritage Service.
The best solution is for the local community to take the lead in providing a supervised bonfire on a safe site agreed by all the relevant agencies.

Question 11 asked by Mr Oliver Breen on behalf of Enniskillen Community Forum

It was with great disappointment that the Enniskillen Community Forum learned about the Traffic Branch being relocated to Omagh.  The Forum would like to point out that the County has a very high speed related accident record with serious injuries and fatalities throughout County Fermanagh.

Again, we are faced with the same scenario as with the hospital and that is the distance to the far corners of County Fermanagh.  Traffic Branch is a much-needed service in the County and we feel that this move would not be value for money as well as a reduction in the number of police required in Fermanagh.  We have noted the possible reductions in police stations; must we now have a reduction in police as well.  We would like to object in the strongest possible terms to the proposed transfer of Traffic Branch to Omagh.

My question is, what can we, the local community representatives do now to persuade the Chief Constable to retain Traffic Branch in Fermanagh?

We would also like to bring to the attention of this Committee the professional and courteous way that police helped with the St Patrick’s Day parade.  The parade was a cross community day out and enjoyed by all.  We wish to point out that we do not speak for the organisers.

The Chairman advised that a letter had been received from Chief Superintendent Edward Graham confirming that the move had taken place.  

District Commander’s Response

The decision has already been made and was implemented with effect from Monday, 3 May 2004.  Roads Policing is no longer based in Enniskillen and is now working from Omagh.

Roads Policing are committed to providing a service on a Regional level and Chief Inspector Hogg, the Roads Policing Commander, has given an assurance that the level of cover given to Fermanagh DCU will not diminish. 

Your comments on the policing of the St Patrick’s Day parade are acknowledged and received with thanks.  Successful policing of such an event can only be the result of working in partnership with the organisers and the local community.

Question 12 asked by Mr Oliver Breen on behalf of a resident of the District 

For several years the area around Cornagrade, Kilmacormick No.1, Kilmacormick No.2 and Hillview has been tormented by youths on quads and motorbikes.

These youths are as young as eight years.  The quads and motorbikes have been purchased by their parents with little or no regard for the safety of the youths or the public.  There is no road tax or insurance and no safety helmets.  We have brought this matter to police attention year after year without any success in solving the problem.

Is there any law that can be used to bring these youths to their senses and to hold parents to account?

District Commander’s Response
There a number of issues raised here which make the problem all the more complex.  Firstly, there are questions as to whether the vehicles can be regarded as motor vehicles, that is, are they made or adapted for use on a road?  Also, if they are not used on a road the legislation of the Road Traffic Order does not apply.  

This is first and foremost a question of parental responsibility.  Parents should ensure that if they buy one of these machines for their child, they should ensure they are used on private property, or property where permission has been given.  That does not include housing estates.

Question 13 asked by Councillor Bert Johnston on behalf of residents of Lisnarick

I am writing to you on behalf of residents of Lisnarick regarding a speeding problem on the Irvinestown Road.

Whilst there are 40 miles speed signs in place this does not seem to deter some motorists from doing what would seem to be nearly double that speed.

The residents of Lisnarick called for the erection of 40-mile speed limits to be erected on the Irvinestown Road and they are now calling for it to be policed.

District Commander’s Response

Your point is well made and has been forwarded to Inspector Alwyn Gurney of Roads Policing for his immediate attention.  I have also brought it to the attention of Inspector Richard McCleery, the Sector Commander for Kesh, to have his officers monitor the situation and mount traffic enforcement operations as they see fit.  One of my officers who has responsibility for implementing roads policing operations over the forthcoming months will monitor the situation and build in some pro-active operations there as well.

I have asked the regional traffic management officer to meet with the DRD Roads Service to establish if any traffic calming measures can be implemented.  The Roads Service feels the signage is appropriate and the issue should be dealt with by enforcement.  It is unlikely that the area will qualify for traffic calming measures to be put in place.

High profile patrolling and enforcement are the best way forward for the time being.  We would appreciate help from residents who can assist in identifying times of speeding, etc to ensure a more effective use of resources.
Question 14 asked by Councillor Fergus McQuillan on behalf of a resident of Lisnaskea

I would like to know exactly what the local PSNI in Lisnaskea are doing to ensure publicans are opening and closing their premises at the correct times.

Surely when licences are up for review, pubs disregarding licence laws should have the licences revoked.  One pub in particular serves alcohol practically 24 hours a day.  Customers only have to walk down an entry and the door is always open to them.  These pubs are then allowing their heavily intoxicated customers to go out onto the streets and cause damage or terrorise the elderly and youngsters.  This does not occur late on a Saturday night, I am talking morning time and on weekdays.  Years ago the police would have checked pubs at the weekends to ensure they were abiding the law.  These checks were made on Friday or Saturday nights, now they need to be checked at 9.00am every day.

I hope that not only will these issues be addressed at the meeting in the Castle Park Centre but that a thorough campaign to end 24-hour drinking is implemented and continued on a permanent basis.

District Commander’s Response 

A license for Licensed Premises is advertised publicly and granted by the County Court.  The police can object if the applicant is unsuitable to run licensed premises (if he has a criminal record, etc) and can also object if the premises are unsuitable for the type of business.  However, the public have the right to attend Court and lodge an objection to the license being issued, should they so desire.

The situation in Lisnaskea will be monitored by Inspector Doherty, the local Sector Inspector, over the coming months to establish if a problem exists, and if so, police action will be taken.  

Question 15 asked by Mrs Hazel Hicks on behalf of a member of the public

PSNI officers accompany Customs and Excise operations monitoring the use of illegal diesel.  This obviously ties up police officers and uses police resources.  Is there not another way of doing this?  How many days per year are local PSNI officers tied up with this duty?

District Commander’s Response

Over the last year Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise have carried out 16 operations in Fermanagh DCU, six of which involved police officers.  The police were resourced regionally from TSG and Roads Policing and did not involve any of my officers.  

This remains the case.  This type of operation requires specialist knowledge and equipment and it would be unusual for local officers to be involved.

As for other ways of doing this, I am not sure.  It is a function of Her Majesty’s Customs and Excise to investigate the use of illegal fuel and these cases involve substantial tax evasion from the Treasury – often by groups with a paramilitary connection.  

Question 16 asked by Mrs Hazel Hicks on behalf of a member of the public
Recently there has been widespread media coverage of domestic violence in Northern Ireland and there has been emphasis on the fact that many victims of domestic violence do not report incidents to the police.  There is research that indicated that the average victim will have suffered 35 incidents of domestic violence before reporting a case to anyone for the first time.

What were the incidents of domestic violence in Fermanagh last year and how is this represented per 100 head of population?  How do these figures compare to other districts in Northern Ireland?  What agencies do the PSNI in Fermanagh work closely with on the issues of domestic violence and how could the work be improved to ensure that victims come forward to report crime?

District Commander’s Response

Over the last year (April – March) 478 incidents have been reported, 328 of which involved violence.  This equates to 1.2 incidents per 100 head of population.  We cannot make any comparisons with other areas of Northern Ireland before 13 May.

I have two domestic violence officers and they work very closely with agencies such as Women’s Aid, especially in the initial stages of an incident.  They also work closely with Social Services where there are children involved and other statutory agencies as appropriate

· Probation board

· Northern Ireland Housing Executive

· Victim Support

· Department of Health and Social Services, etc.

We are currently looking at ways to raise the profile of the Domestic Violence Officers in order to encourage victims of domestic violence to come forward.  We consider that in a rural community such as Fermanagh much of this type of crime remains hidden and victims only come forward when the situation has reached crisis point.  The research you have quoted may bear that out.  We would like victims to know that there are dedicated police officers who can help before it reaches crisis point.  

Over the next few weeks we are going to highlight the issue in the press and I am hoping that I can have one of the domestic violence officers address this forum at a meeting in the future.

Question 17 asked by Councillor Cecil Noble on behalf of North Fermanagh Policing Forum

In relation to recent local press releases and minutes from previous Fermanagh DPP meetings regarding the dispersal of officers from stations now designated as limited opening, can the DCU Commander verify the current use of these resources and future deployment within the north Fermanagh area.

District Commander’s Response

The current use of these resources has not changed.  Any officers who are assigned to Security Duties will be re-assigned to security posts throughout the DCU.  Officers within the community beat teams will remain to police the community.  

The allocation of 23 posts to Crime Operations will have a knock-on effect in every area, as indicated in my reply to an earlier question.

Question 18 asked by Councillor Bertie Kerr on behalf of a resident of the District

One of the most tangible peace dividends prevalent in Northern Ireland is the increased popularity of tourism within the country.  Nowhere is this dividend more apparent than here in Fermanagh where holiday periods bring a significant number of visitors to our County.  What account does the manpower allocation for the DCU take of the seasonal variances in population as happens in other tourist areas such as Portrush?

Once again, Kesh village has suffered considerable vandalism and anti social behaviour during the Bank Holiday weekend.  A prominent building in the middle of the village had graffiti marked on it, a window in the Chinese restaurant was broken, the public toilets were vandalised and a school bus parked in Kesh Primary School had its windows broken.  Such behaviour is usual during bank holiday weekends when a police presence in the village is significant by its absence.  Given that the population of the Kesh area doubles during holiday periods because the number of caravan parks in the area, would it not be sensible to proactively implement a police presence in the area at this time rather than at 11 o’clock in the morning on a Tuesday, when things are quiet?

District Commander’s Response

Over the Bank Holiday weekend Kesh Sector was being policed by the Ballinamallard and Irvinestown community beat teams.  The Kesh community beat team were availing of their scheduled weekend off.  To have Kesh village policed by its own community beat team over the bank holiday weekend would have been unacceptable to myself and the officers concerned.  The community beat teams who were on duty provide cover throughout their sector area.

The damage caused to the school bus was reported at 7.00pm on the evening of Saturday, 1 May.  The window in the restaurant was broken in the early hours of Sunday morning at 2.25am and is probably alcohol related.  The graffiti on the CPDS building was reported on the afternoon of Tuesday, 4 May.  The complainant stated that police attendance was not required.  There is no record of the damage to the public toilets being reported.

This does not appear to me to be a serious weekend of crime and providing a ‘proactive police presence’ throughout the weekend in the village would probably not have had any effect.  There is certainly no indication the crimes committed are attributable to the increase in residency in the caravan parks. 

Question 19 asked by Mr Glen Moore
Kesh Station is due to have another officer transferred from Kesh to Enniskillen.  This will further reduce manpower in the Kesh area.  Should this move proceed, can the DCU Commander outline if there are any proposals to replace this particular officer therefore ensuring there is no overall decrease of the current personnel resources located in Kesh Station?

District Commander’s Response

The District Commander advised that 23 posts were to go in the District.  The Constable would be moved to Enniskillen.  There was no one to replace him and this would have an effect on community policing.  A full company of army and a full company of the RIR had also gone.  There were no plans to relocate Kesh Station – it was part of the Headquarters review to maintain Kesh as at present (for use by Community Beat Teams).  It had been suggested that the Public Prosecutions Service could use the Station but they had not taken up the offer.

Question 20 asked by Mr Billy Gilmore

Mr Gilmore said that he held the District Commander responsible for the vandalism and disorder in Kesh, as he was the man at the helm.  Crime in the area was due to the lack of police – there was currently only one Sergeant, one full time Constable and one Reserve Constable in Kesh and the day was coming when there would be no police at all.  What was the District Commander going to do about this?

District Commander’s Response

The District Commander advised that the current manpower in Kesh would remain but he had vacancies to fill in other areas.  The officers involved in community policing would remain in community policing.  The District was losing 23 officers and Kesh would lose their share.

A Member requested that the District Commander provide details on progress on the civilianisation programme.

Question 21 asked by Mrs Mandy Egerton

I would like to add my voice to a concerned Fermanagh resident’s letter in the local paper two weeks past on the subject of school kids and their lack of regard for their safety when crossing a road.

Enniskillen has numerous schools that cater for the entire County situated close to the town centre and busy shopping areas.  This has led to added volumes of traffic and pedestrians on the road as anyone who drives through the town at such times when the school kids are heading for home will agree, it is like a game of Russian Roulette with the kids and motorists.   They have a blatant disregard for the Highway Code and pedestrian crossings, which have been placed there for their safety when crossing a busy thoroughfare.

I am aware it is not solely the responsibility of the PSNI, the educational authorities have to shoulder their share along with the children but must we have a tragic accident before this problem is eradicated.  Has there been any measures put in place to re-address school children’s awareness to road safety and Highway Code by the PSNI?

Question 22 asked by Mrs Mary McHugh

I have been informed there is still a big problem with school children walking out in front of cars after school without using the traffic lights system in Enniskillen town.   Perhaps education in the schools could highlight how dangerous this is as a stranger coming into town could be the victim who is involved in the accident of a child.

District Commander’s Response to both Questions 21 and 22

You are referring to the large numbers of secondary school children who leave their schools each day at around 3.30pm and make their way to the various bus stops around the town.

Road Safety education is an integral part of children’s education provided at primary level.  Any child attending a secondary school anywhere in Fermanagh can undoubtedly recite the ‘green-cross code’ perfectly.  You are correct when you point out that they have a blatant disregard for the Highway Code or the use of pedestrian crossings.

The responsibility for this behaviour does not lie with either the police or the WELB, but entirely with the parents and the children themselves.  The education is provided and reinforced.  Children choose to ignore it and accidents have taken place in the past but unfortunately this does not seem to have an effect on their behaviour.

The District Commander advised that he would refer the matter to the Town Beat Officers for monitoring.

Comment from Mrs Mary McHugh

I would like to comment that during the past few months in the towns of Antrim, Belfast and Enniskillen.  I have observed PSNI officers out on the beat and communicating with the general public as they go about their work.  I have been impressed as I have observed several of all ages and gender taking the time to talk with the general public, also of all ages and gender.  This is the type of policing we need.  Down to earth, on the ground and finding out what is happening.   This should be encouraged and promoted even though there still is a security risk in Northern Ireland.

[image: image1.jpg]Making Northern Ireland Safer For Everyone Through Professional, Progressive Policing

Cur reference:

07 July 2004

Mr David Eames

Manager

Fermanagh District Policing Partnership
The Townhall

ENNISKILLEN

County Fermanagh

BT74 7BA

Dear Sy

| have read the minutes of the meeting of Fermanagh District Policing Partnership on
Wednesday, 12 May 2004 in Castle Park Centre, Lisnaskea, and agree they accurately
reflect the part of the meeting conducted in my presence.

Yours faithfully

A St

£ G G O°CALLAGHAN
District Commander

g

Extension 40587

Chief Superintendent G G O’Callaghan, MBE, BA,
District Commander, Fermanagh District Command Unit
48 Queen Street, ENNISKILLEN, BT74 7JR Web: www.psni.police.uk
Fax: 028 6632 1581 E-mail: fermanagh@psni.pnn.police.uk
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