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STRABANE DISTRICT POLICING PARTNERSHIP

Minutes of the themed public meeting of Strabane DPP held on Wednesday
27" June 2007 at 8.00 pm in Sion Mills Primary School.

PRESENT:

APOLOGIES:

IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillor Allan Bresland MLA, Mr Sean Crawford,
Mr Liam Curran, Councillor John Donnell, Ms
Noelle Donnell (Vice Chair), Councillor Thomas
Kerrigan, Councillor Tom McBride, Mr Pat
McCourt, Mr Arthur McGarrigle and Councillor
Eugene McMenamin (Chairman).

Mr John Doherty, Councillor Jim Emery, Councillor
Derek Hussey, Mr Andy Patton (Neighbourhood
Watch Co-Ordinator) and Mr William Sayers.

Chief Inspector Phil Marks, Area Commander
Constable Shauna Pagett

Mrs Vanessa Russell, DPP Manager
Mrs Anne Robinson, DPP Administrator

7 Members of the public

DPP 53/07 PRESENTATION BY AREA COMMANDER

The Area Commander gave a presentation outlining the
following:

Station Closure Process

Recorded Crime and Crime Clearance rates in Sion
Mills (2002 — 2007)

Consultation Process

Consultation Findings

Future Plans for delivering Policing in Sion Mills.

Questions from DPP members

DPP 54/07 Resources

A member of DPP noted that the Area Commander had given
a commitment regarding police resources for the Sion Mills
area, however assurances had been given in the past by other
officers and these assurances had not been honoured.
Concerns were also raised regarding the number of police
officers within the DCU in general.



DPP 55/07

DPP 56/07

DPP 57/07

The Area Commander replied that Sion Mills will still have their
own dedicated officers and they will be based at Strabane
station. He added that each officer would have 160 hours of
duty each month.

The Area Commander stated that Strabane DCU currently
have an above-average number of officers compared to other
areas.

The Area Commander was asked if he felt that 2 constables, 1
sergeant and 1 part-time officer were adequate resources for
the Sion Mills area.

He responded that no resources are available for additional
officers. He added that if he allocated more officers to Sion
Mills, they would be taken from a different area and this would
not alleviate the problem.

Allocation of Monies

The Area Commander was asked if the £20,000 running costs
from Sion Mills PSNI Station would be allocated into more staff
for the Sion Mills area.

The Area Commander replied that the money would be
reabsorbed into the Police Estate and used where needed at
their discretion.

Mobile Police Unit

The Area Commander was asked to clarify if the Mobile Police
Unit will only be used in the Strabane area and not throughout
the entire G District. He was also asked to clarify how the
money from the sale of Plumbridge station was spent.

The Area Commander replied that the Mobile Police Unit would
be purchased from monies raised through the sale of
Plumbridge station and he would endeavour to keep it in
Strabane as much as possible. He added that the excess
money from the sale of Plumbridge station would have been
re-absorbed into the Police Estate.

Police Community Support Officer (PCSQO’s)

The Area Commander was asked if the number of PCSQO'’s for
this area had been agreed and what the commencement date
would be.

The Area Commander reported that the level of PCSO’s
allocated to each district had not yet been agreed and that the



DPP 58/07

DPP 59/07

DPP 60/07

DPP 61/07

recruitment campaign had been postponed until November
2007.

Surgery Station

The Area Commander was asked about the possibility of a
surgery type station within Sion Mills.

The Area Commander reported that he would prefer to have
officers on the ground rather than sitting in an office. He re-
iterated that, although officers will be based at Strabane
Station, they will be patrolling Sion Mills and dealing entirely
with Sion Mills issues. He explained that the Mobile Police
Unit would move between different areas across the district
and that a time-table would be distributed giving dates, times
and locations.

CCTV Salvage

The Area Commander was asked about the possibility of
salvaging the CCTV cameras and spotlights from Sion Mills
Station for use in Strabane town.

The Area Commander agreed to give consideration to this
matter.

Purchase of site

A DPP member asked if the process for selling the site provided
local community groups with an opportunity to purchase the site
before being put on the open market.

The Area Commander replied that the PSNI Estate Strategy
gives local community groups the opportunity to purchase the
site at the current market value, if they can access sufficient
funds. If local community groups cannot access funding, then
the station would be sold via a tendering process.

Numbers in Mobile Police Unit

The Area Commander was asked to clarify how many officers
would man the Mobile Police Unit.

He replied that this would depend on the ratio of officers for
each area and that it would be manned by local staff for each
area. He added that the idea behind the Mobile Police Unit was
to target isolated rural areas and bring the PSNI to the
community.
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DPP 64/07
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QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Resources

A member of the public asked the Area Commander to clarify
what was meant by 160 hours coverage.

The Area Commander stated that each officer would work
approximately 160 hours per month, which equates to 40 hours
per week, per officer.

Investigation of Incidents

A member of the public raised concerns about petty crimes not
been thoroughly investigated due to lack of police resources.

The Area Commander stated that officers thoroughly investigate
any incidents reported to them. He added that all information is
then passed on to the Public Prosecution Service, who then
decide whether to prosecute or not.

Underage Drinking

A member of the public raised concerns about underage
drinking in the area and difficulties identifying the age of people
entering licensed premises. He added that the responsibility
must lie with parents and this should be addressed.

The Area Commander agreed that underage drinking in the
area is a concern and that parents need to be made aware of
this. He added that the availability of fake identification only
escalates this problem. He further added that in order to
address this problem, officers would continue to work in
partnership with other agencies.

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)

A member of the public voiced concerns about ASB in the area
and how she personally had suffered from attacks. She added
that she had difficulty getting through to the PSNI non-
emergency number to report these incidents.

The Area Commander reported that Strabane Sector hopes to
implement an ASB policy to combat ASB across the district. He
reported that the non-emergency telephone number was
answered centrally and then transferred to the local station,
however on occasion officers may already be on a call. He
advised that if it is an emergency, people should dial 999.
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DPP 67/07

DPP 68/07

DPP 69/07

Clearance Rates

A member of the public stated that although the clearance rates
are 33%, this only highlights the fact that 66% are not been
cleared, which sends a clear message that there isonlya 2to 1
chance of getting caught. He added that local officers often
believe that having a word with parents about their children is
often an effective deterrent and that this is not accounted for in
the clearance rates.

The Area Commander agreed that working with parents is a
major step towards tackling ASB. He added that the clearance
rates for Sion Mills is 33%, which is higher than the 29% target
set by NIPB.

Surgery Station

A member of the public referred to the question raised earlier
regarding the possibility of a Surgery type station within Sion
Mills and asked if a consultation process would be carried out to
gain the views of Sion Mills residents.

The Area Commander stressed that it is much more productive
to have officers patrolling the streets rather than sitting in a
station. = He added that a consultation process had already
been carried out in relation to the closure of Sion Mills station,
however no issues were raised and no written comments
submitted for consideration.

Call Management responses

The Area Commander was asked to clarify why it was so
difficult to get in touch with Strabane station using the non-
emergency telephone number.

The Area Commander stated that all calls are automatically put
through to the call management centre and are then transferred
to each station. This system is designed to enhance the quality
of service, however on occasions an overload of calls can occur
making it difficult to get through. He encouraged residents to
dial 999 if it is an emergency.

Mobile Phones

A member of the public asked the Area Commander to clarify if
the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators had contact with police
officers via mobile phones.



The Area Commander confirmed that officers do have mobile
phones and that the numbers were made available to the public
through local papers and are available on the website. Officers
are contactable when they are on duty, however they are not on
duty 24 hours a day.

Closing Remarks

The DPP Chairman thanked the Area Commander for attending
the meeting and answering questions raised by DPP members
and members of the public. He also thanked the residents of
Sion Mills for taking time out of their schedules to attend the
meeting.

The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.

Signed:

(Chairman)

Date:
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Chief Inspector Phil Marks
Area Commander, Strabane
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Sion Mills Recorded Crime and Crime

Clearance rates
2002-2007



Making Northern Ireland Safer

Overall crime Levels for Sion Mills
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Clerance Rate for Sion Mills compared with Strabane
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Consultation Findings



Making Northern Ireland Safer

%



Making Northern Ireland Safer

Future Plan for delivering Policing to the
Communities of Sion Mills
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Plan for Policing — Sion Mills

L %% % % (

) % *

} . — 00
& %% % * % % % .
: . % + :




Making Northern Ireland Safer

Plan for Policing — Sion Mills
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Questions?
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Summary of Questions to Area Commander
27™ June 2007

Questions posed by DPP Members

Resources DPP 54/07
Allocation of monies DPP 55/07
Mobile Police Unit DPP 56/07
Police Community Support Officer (PCSQO’s) DPP 57/07
Surgery Station DPP 58/07
CCTV DPP 59/07
Purchase of Site DPP 60/07
Numbers in Mobile Police Unit DPP 61/07

Questions posed by Members of the Public

Resources DPP 62/07
Investigation of Incidents DPP 63/07
Underage Drinking DPP 64/07
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) DPP 65/07
Clearance Rates DPP 66/07
Surgery Station DPP 67/07
Call Management Responses DPP 68/07

Mobile Phones DPP 69/07
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SUMMARY OF EVALUATION FORMS
OF THEMED MEETING IN PUBLIC ON
CLOSURE OF SION MILLS
STATION
IN SION MILLS PRIMARY SCHOOL ON 27.06.07

Findings from the 5 completed evaluation forms from the themed
meeting in public on the closure of Sion Mills Police Station in Sion
Mills Primary School on 27.06.07 were as follows:

1) 100% of respondents found the meeting interesting and
informative.

2) 60% of respondents had a better understanding of the role of
the Strabane DPP.

3) 68% of respondents were satisfied with the presentation by
the Area Commander.

4) 60% of respondents were satisfied with the questions posed
to the Area Commander.

5) 76% of respondents were satisfied with the answers
received to questions.

6) 53% or respondents were satisfied with the meeting.

7) None of the respondents would liked to have participated
more in the meeting

8) 100% of respondents would attend further meetings of
Strabane DPP.




