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STRABANE DISTRICT POLICING PARTNERSHIP

Minutes of the public meeting of Strabane DPP held on 30" May 2007 at 7.30 pm
in Derg Valley Care Offices, Castlederg.

PRESENT:

Councillor Allan Bresland MLA, Mr Sean Crawford, Mr
Liam Curran, Mr John Doherty, Councillor John
Donnell, Ms Noelle Donnell (Vice Chair), Councillor
Jim Emery, Mr Philip Faithfull CE, Councillor Derek
Hussey, Councillor Thomas Kerrigan, Councillor Tom
McBride, Mr Arthur McGarrigle, Councillor Eugene
McMenamin (Chairman) and Mr William Sayers

IN ATTENDANCE: Area Commander Phil Marks, Area Commander

DPP 31/07

DPP 32/07

DPP 33/07

Sergeant David Mcllwaine
Constable Rab Cupples

Mrs Vanessa Russell, DPP Manager
Mrs Anne Robinson, DPP Administrator

6 Members of the public

The DPP Manager advised all present that Mr Sean Crawford,
Independent member had received a commendation from PSNI for
his help and involvement in a incident in Sion Mills in July 2006.
The Area Commander explained that Sean’s local knowledge of the
Sion Mills area had been instrumental to police officers and
expressed his thanks and congratulations. This was supported by
all present.

MINUTES OF LAST PRIVATE MEETING

The minutes of the private meeting held on 25" April 2007 were
adopted as a true and accurate reflection of the meeting.

Proposed: Councillor Thomas Kerrigan
Seconded: Councillor Allan Bresland MLA

The Chairman duly signed the minutes.

MATTERS ARISING

There were no matters arising from the previous meetings.

AREA COMMANDERS REPORT

The Area Commander proceeded to present his end of year report
on the policing of the District for the period of April 2006 to March
2007.



DPP 34/07

Questions to Area Commander arising from end of year report
April 2006 — March 2007.

PSNI Personnel

The Area Commander was asked to clarify if PSNI personnel are at
full complement across the Strabane Sector and if the number of
officers will be reduced over the next year.

The Area Commander reported on the establishment figures:

Cl/insp

Insps Sgts Cons R/Const | POPT

Est

5 18 79 10 (Full

Time)

25 (Part
Time)

Actual

4 17+ 3 83
(including | Acting
CID) up in the
rank

9 (Full
Time)

15 (Part
Time)

DPP 35/07

He explained that it is anticipated from June that there will be 2
Sector Inspectors (1 Urban & 1 Rural) based in Strabane along with
one Detective Inspector. This will include a 24/7 Inspector
response cover capability based at Strand Road.

He added that there are no plans to reduce the numbers of other
ranks within the Strabane sector, although resource allocation
within G District as a whole will be subject to debate in the future.

Domestic Violence

The Area Commander was asked to provide a breakdown on the
work completed in relation to domestic violence throughout the
reporting period. He was asked to clarify if the decrease in the
number of arrests in relation to domestic violence was a downward
trend across all DCUSs, or if it was specific to Strabane.

The Area Commander replied that the Domestic Violence Officer
gives every victim the opportunity to be referred to Woman'’s Aid. If
the victim accepts the referral, the DVO refers them to Women’s
Aid, however if the victim declines the referral, the PSNI abide by
their wishes. He added that press releases, media strategies etc
are normally issued from Headquarters.

The Area Commander emphasised that Strabane PSNI pursue a
robust and pro-active policy with regard to domestic violence. He
explained that the total number of incidents reported during
2006/2007 was 479 compared to 398 the previous reporting period.
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DPP 37/07

There have been fewer arrests as a consequence of fewer incidents
being reported, and this had been mirrored throughout G District.

Drug Abuse in Strabane District

The Area Commander was asked to clarify how big a problem drug
misuse is within Strabane District.

The Area Commander reported that although drugs are available in
the area, it is not to the same extent as other areas across Northern
Ireland. Dealers within the area are on a much smaller scale than
elsewhere with Strabane being at the end of the ‘dealing trial’,
meaning that local people tend to source their drugs elsewhere.

He added that the number of seizure incidents are down on the
previous reporting period from 36 to 32, however the number of
people arrested and charged has increased: arrests 19 to 26,
charged 14 to 26. He further added that the quantities of materials
seized have increased e.g., a large seizure of ecstasy tablets, a
discovery of a number of cannabis factories and a small seizure of
cocaine. He advised that intelligence does not indicate any
increase in the overall drugs problem in Strabane.

Partnership Iniatives

The Area Commander was asked to report on what partnership
initiatives were planned for 2007/2008, details of initiatives
completed in 2006/2007, what the objectives were and the impact
they had on delivering the key messages outlined in the 2006/2007
policing plan.

The Area Commander reported that PSNI have been working on 8
initiatives with groups throughout the district. These included:-

e Strabane Youth Forum — Engage with the local youth

e Vintners Meetings — Reduce violent crime and promote
safer night time economy

e Castlederg Open Day — Engage with the local community

e Elderly Safety Day — Crime prevention advice to the
elderly

e Alcohol & Drug Conference — To formulate a baseline of
the drug and alcohol problem with the DCU

e Student Safety Packs — Increase public safety and crime
prevention advice

e Radiolink — Communication tool to reduce crime and
promote a safer town centre

e Crime Prevention Awareness - Crime prevention
measures including counterfeit currency
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DPP 39/07

He reported that these initiatives are aimed at increasing public
confidence in the PSNI.

Violent Crime

The Area Commander was asked to clarify the reason for the
decrease in clearance rates for violent crimes (22.6%), as the report
indicates an increase of 0.8% in violent crime.

The Area Commander reported that the Home Office had
introduced a number of changes concerning how police forces
record and clear crime. Central to the change was the issue of
cases where the complainant declined to prosecute. He added that
during 2005/2006 Strabane DCU obtained 261 clearances for
violent crimes where the complainant declined to prosecute and
that the % clearance rates for violent crimes for Strabane DCU
were:

2005/2006: 69.9%
2006/2007: 47.3%

He reported that the decrease shown was as a result of changes
directed by the Home Office.

Secretarian and Race Crimes

The Area Commander was asked to provide a handout detailing
actual clearance figures for sectarian and race crimes. He was also
asked if hate crime could be included in this section in future
reports.

The Area Commander provided the following information.

APP Target

April — March 05/06

April — March 06/07

3.1.3.To increase the
clearance rate for
Sectarian crimes by
2 percentage points

17 Crimes
9 Clearances
53% Clearance

25 Crimes
10 clearances
40% Clearance

3.1.4. To increase
the clearance rate for
Race crimes by 2
percentage points

2 Crimes
1 Clearance
50% Clearance

3 Crimes
No Clearance

He added that hate crime is an ‘umbrella’ term for all the crimes in
this section, including secretarianism, race etc.
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DPP41/07

DPP 42/07

De-militarisation of Police Stations

The Area Commander was asked to provide a breakdown regarding
the de-militarisation of police stations in the Strabane District,
including station locations and approximate commencement dates.

The Area Commander reported that the process to ‘soften’ or make
police stations more user friendly is a recommendation from the
Patten Report. He added that Donemana station is due to
commence in October 2007, that Strabane station may commence
in the next financial year and that definite dates have not yet been
agreed for Castlederg or Newtownstewart stations.

A member of DPP expressed his support for the de-militarisation of
Donemana station, adding that he hoped that the commencement
date would not be delayed.

PSNI Communication Centres

The Area Commander was asked by a member of DPP to clarify
the situation regarding the communications centre as it has now
moved to Strand Road station.

The Area Commander confirmed that the communication centre
has moved to Strand Road station, however staff remained the
same and they would continue to fulfil the same function. He added
that the response from police officers would not be affected, as they
were still specifically responsible for the Strabane sector. He
further added that this operational decision had been made by
headquarters.

Error in report figures

A member of the DPP pointed out that some figures in the report
were incorrect.

The Area Commander apologised for these mistakes. He
confirmed that the figures should read as follows:

Section 3 — Progress towards achieving targets in the Service
Wide Policing Plan for 2005/2008.

APP Target 2.1.1: To reduce the number of crimes by 2%

e 2005/2006: 2021
e 2006/2007: 1963

Section 3 — Progress towards achieving targets in the Service
Wide Policing Plan for 2005/2008.
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DPP44/07

CLOSING:

Signed:

APP Target 2.1.3: To reduce the number of vehicle crimes by 5%
e 2005/2006 59
e 2006/2007 73

Summary Sheet Crime figures for DCU should read:
6. Criminal Damage % change: 3.0%

He added that a report giving the correct figures will be issued as
soon as possible.

Question from a member of the public — prompt responses.

A member of the public raised a concern regarding anti-social
driving in Castlederg, especially on the Castlefin Road.

The Area Commander advised that officers are currently targeting
these drivers, and assured the member of the public that they will
do all they can to prevent this from happening in future.

A member of the public asked the Area Commander to confirm if
there are any plans for the closure of Castlederg or
Newtownstewart station.

The Area Commander reported that there were no plans to close
either of these two stations.

The Chairman commended the PSNI for their report.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm

(Chairman)

Date:
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Memo

To: DPP Members

From: Vanessa Russell

Re: Action Points from Meeting 30.5.07

Date: 1.6.07

Action Point Lead Person Time/Date
District Commander to issue correct | District Commander A.S.AP

reporting figures as per report




@ Strabane

District Policing
Partnership

Local people shaping loc

Summary of Questions
30" May 2007

Questions posed by DPP Members

PSNI Personnel DPP 34/07
Domestic Violence DPP 35/07
Drug Abuse in Strabane District DPP 36/07
Partnership Initiatives DPP 37/07
Violent Crime DPP 38/07
Secretarian & Race Crimes DPP 39/07
Demilitarisation of Police Stations DPP 40/07
PSNI Communication Centres DPP 41/07
Error in reporting figures DPP 42/07

Questions posed by Members of the Public

Anti-social driving in Castlederg DPP 43/07
Station Closure Plans DPP 44/07
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SUMMARY OF EVALUATION FORMS
MEETING IN PUBLIC —CASTLEDERG 30.5.07

Findings from the 5 completed evaluation forms at the meeting in
public in Castlederg (30.5.07) were as follows:

1) 99% of respondents found the meeting interesting and
informative.

2) 99% of respondents gained a better understanding of the role of
the DPP from the meeting.

3) Respondents were 88% satisfied with the District Commander’s
report.

4) Respondents were 80% satisfied with the questions posed to
the District Commander.

5) Respondents were 80% satisfied with the responses provided
by District Commander.

6) Overall, respondents were 80% satisfied with the meeting.

7) 40% of respondents would have liked to participate more in the
meeting.

8) 99% of respondents would attend a further meeting in public of
Strabane DPP

Comments received on evaluation form:-

11




Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007

Tackling Crime
Strabane District Command Unit

District Policing Partnerships
12 Month Report

Figures Extracted 9" May 2007

4

District Policing
Partnerships

Local people shaping local pollcing

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
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Domain: Reducing Crime

LPP Target Apr — Mar Apr — Mar % Target Comment on reasons for change in
05/06 06/07 Change performance

2.1.6 To reduce the 607 589 -3% Dedicated operations detailed in

recorded incidents Strabane town centre to curtail

of criminal damage increases.

by 2%

2.2.1 Toincrease 1 7 + 600% Strabane DCU have remained focused

the number of
operations to tackle
rural crime

on rural thefts and additional resources
were allocated to combat this problem

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

April — March 2007
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Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

April — March 2007

Domain: Investigating Crime

3.5.1 To increase
the number of drug
seizures.

LPP Target Apr—Mar | Apr— Mar % Target Comment on reasons for change in
05/06 06/07 Change1 performance

3.1.5 To increase 42.4% 33% -9.4% Change in clearances codes has meant

the clearance rate Pts that the Service as a whole has

for all crime suffered in terms of decreasing
clearance rates. Strabane DCU had the
third highest clearance rate in the

3.4.1 To increase service.

the ratios of arrests 22.8% 19.5% -3.3%

in relation to Although the ratio of arrests is down the

reported incidents of number of incidents and crimes are also

domestic violence down.

36 32 -11%

Although the number of seizures have
decreased there have been a number of
significant seizures.

Changes which refer to clearance rates between the comparative periods are measured in percentage points rather

than % change.

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007

14




LPP Target

Initiative

Impact

To actively participate in the number Community Safety
of partnership initiatives to deal with Partnership have planned to

anti-social behaviour and alcohol
related crime.

develop a leaflet that will be
given out to young people
entering and leaving licensed
premises. This will include
information on underage
drinking as well as binge
drinking.

Hopefully help change
young peoples attitudes
towards drinking and
inform them of the
dangers involved in binge
drinking.

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
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Section 3) Progress towards achieving targets in the Service Wide Policing Plan for

2005/2008

Domain: Reducing Crime

APP TARGET Apr — Mar | Apr — Mar % Target
05/06 06/07 Change
2.1.1 To continue to reduce the number of crimes by 2% 2021 1963 -2.9% ‘
2.1.2 To continue to reduce the number of domestic 60 64 +6.7%
burglaries BY 5%
2.1.3 To reduce the total number of vehicle crimes by 5% 59 73 +23.7%
741
2.1.4 To reduce the total number of violent crimes by 2% 747 + 0.8%
2.1.5 To reduce the total number of violent crimes against 128 163 +27.3%

children by 2%

16



Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007

Domain: Investigating Crime

summoned for drugs supply offences as a portion of those
arrested for all drug offences.

APP TARGET Apr —Mar [ Apr— Mar % Target
05/06 06/07 Change1
3.1.1 To achieve an overall clearance rate of at least 29% 42.4% 33% -9.4% ‘
3.1.2 To achieve a clearance rate of at least 50% for 69.9% 47.3% -22.6%
violent crimes ‘
3.1.3 To increase the clearance rate for sectarian crimes 53% 40% -13%
by 2 percentage points.
3.1.4 To increase the clearance rate for race crimes by 2 100% 0% - 100%
percentage points
3.3.1 To increase the number of persons charged or 29.4% 37.5% +8.1% ‘

Changes which refer to clearance rates between the comparative periods are measured in percentage points rather than

% change.
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Breakdown of drug seizures

| H FYTD | PFYTD | Current Month |Same Month (Last Year)
|MDMA Tablets | 10932.00 | 616.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|MDMA Powder | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|[MDMA crystal | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|MDMA Capsules | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|cannabis Resin | 254.30 | 219.66 | 5.00 | 26.00
|cannabis Herbal | 81.00 | 7.00 | 66.00 | 0.00
|cannabis Plants | 46.00 | 286.00 | 5.00 | 1.00
|cannabis Joints | 3.00 | 6.00 | 1.00 | 4.00
|LSD Tablets | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|LSD Microdots | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|Amphetamine Powder | 15.00 | 33.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|Amphetamine Wraps | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|Amphetamine Tablets | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|cocaine Powder [ 0.00 | 18.50 | 0.00 | 2.00
|cocaine wraps [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|crack cocaine [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|opiate Powder | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|opiate wraps [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|opiate Tablets [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|opiate Ampoules [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00
|opiate mis [ 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00 | 0.00

18



Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

April — March 2007

Domain: Promoting Public Safety

injured on the road

APP TARGET Apr — Mar | Apr - Mar % Target

05/06 06/07 Change

4.1.1 To deal with all identified anti-social behaviour by way N/A Ongoing N/A

of partnership initiatives

4.1.2 To monitor the number of problem solving folders 0 2 + 100%

used to deal with anti-social behaviour ‘

5.1.1 To reduce the number of people killed or seriously 31 32 +3.2%

injured on the road

5.1.2 To reduce the number of children killed or seriously 7 3 -57%

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

April — March 2007
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Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007

Domain: Resource Usage

APP TARGET Apr — Dec Apr — Dec % Target
05/06 06/07 Change
6.3.1 To reduce the average sickness levels to 12 days N/A Civilian — N/A
for police officers and civilian staff in 2006-2007 18.4 days
N/A Police — N/A
5.6 days ‘
6.4.1 To process 85% of custody cases within 90 days N/A 90.7% N/A ‘
6.4.2 To process 85% of bail cases within 110 days N/A 93.9% N/A

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
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Anril — March 2007

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

Recorded | Recorded % Cleared % Cleared %
Crime Classes Apr- Dec Apr- Dec Change | Apr- Dec Cleared Apr- Dec Cleared
05/06 06/07 05/06 Apr- Dec 06/07 Apr- Dec

05/06 06/07
1. Offences against the 686 689 0.4% 497 72.4% 342 49.6%
person
2. Sexual Offences 35 44 25.7% 19 54.3% 8 18.2%
3. Burglary 133 119 -10.5% 17 12.8% 25 21.8%
(Domestic Burglary) 60 64 6.7% 10 16.7% 14 21.9%
4. Robbery 20 14 -30% 2 10% 3 21.4%
5. Theft 321 328 2.2% 82 25.5% 67 20.4%
(Theft from vehicles) 21 36 71.4% 3 14.3% 1 2.8%
(Theft of vehicles) 38 37 -2.6% 19 50% 15 40.5%
6. Fraud and Forgery 103 67 - 35% 39 37.9% 31 46.3%
7. Criminal Damage 607 589 - 3% 123 20.3% 88 14.9%
8. Offences against the State 29 35 20.7% 13 44.8% 14 40%
9. Other Notifiable offences 87 78 -10.3% 65 74.7% 69 88.5%
Violent Crime (1, 2 & 4) 741 747 0.8% 518 69.9% 353 47.3%
Total Crime 2021 1963 -2.9% 857 42.4% 648 33%

Strabane Digstrict Policipg Partnerghip 12 Mgnth Report
Aonrill— March 2007
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Initiatives and/or progress under Policing with the
Community

Impact

‘Faith in Policing’ initiative — this is crime reduction
initiative with CSP’s and all local churches.

‘Safer Centre’ scheme aimed at reducing violent crime
and criminal damage. Involves both police and
publicans.

District Community open day planned for 10" June in
Castlederg.

Cross community away days planned for vulnerable
youths.

Re-imaging police stations project — working with arts
council to develop youth art outside police stations.

2" Meeting took place on the 2™ May. Well attended.

Early stages but ultimately aimed at reducing crime
within Strabane town centre, particularly violent crime
and criminal damage.

Invites have been sent out to all primary schools and
and youths groups.

Helps to Build relations with cross community groups.

Work ongoing to get project up and running.

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
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Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report

Anril — March 2007

Castlederg Donemana Newtownstewart Plumbridge Sion Mills Strabane DCU
Change
FYTD PFYTD FYTD PFYTD FYTD PFYTD FYTD PFYTD FYTD PFYTD FYTD PFYTD FYTD \| PFYTD Y
1. Offences
Against the 92 124 25 16 45 32 15 5 75 76 437 433 689 686 t 0.4
Person *
2. Sexual
2 4 2 2 1 5 0 1 3 1 36 22 44 35 I 257
Offences
3. Robbery 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 1 2 9 17 14 20 1 30.0
4. Burglary ** 17 14 2 11 9 15 5 4 14 6 73 83 119 133 110.5
5. Theft *** 39 37 6 16 17 9 2 3 28 28 236 228 328 321 I 22
6. Criminal
95 91 19 25 38 37 6 9 76 72 355 373 589 607 1 3.0
Damage
Total Crime 272 295 58 76 119 112 30 23 215 204 1269 1311 1963 2021 1 2.9

Strabane District Policing Partnership 12 Month Report
April — March 2007
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