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Minutes of the public meeting of Strabane DPP held on 28th September 2007
at 10.30 am in The Alley Theatre, Strabane.
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Councillor Allan Bresland MLA, Mr Sean Crawford,
Mr John Doherty, Councillor John Donnell, Ms
Noelle Donnell (Vice Chair), Councillor Jim Emery,
Councillor Derek Hussey, Councillor Thomas
Kerrigan, Mr Pat McCourt, Mr Arthur McGarrigle,
Councillor Eugene McMenamin (Chairman) and Mr
William Sayers

%NH%>*)$ : Mr Liam Curran and Councillor Tom McBride
)" $°(C &%, Sector Inspector Whitey Anderson

DPP 84/07

DPP 85/07

Constable Rab Cupples
Constable Caroline Hill, Crime Prevention Officer
Constable Roy Lyall, PSNI Drug Education Officer

Mrs Vanessa Russell, DPP Manager
Mrs Anne Robinson, DPP Administrator

260 Members of the public
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Sector Inspector Whitey Anderson proceeded to present the
District Commander’s 3 monthly performance report on the
policing of the District for the period of April 2007 to June 2007.
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The Inspector was asked to clarify if he could pinpoint specific
reasons for the overall reduction in crime and advise how PSNI
can use these strategies for the next 9 months of the year to
ensure that crime levels don't increase.

The Inspector reported that crime levels have reduced across
the entire province, however it is difficult to provide any definitive
reasons for this overall reduction.

He reported that it could be the ever-increasing political stability
which has had a positive impact on the entire community,
leading to this reduction in crime. In relation to fear of crime,
recent research into crime trends in Northern Ireland conducted
on behalf of the Northern Ireland Policing Board and PSNI,
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shows that increased media coverage of crimes may have led to
a perception that crime has increased.
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The Inspector was asked what types of incidents are classed as
anti-social behaviour and can result in an ASBO?

The Inspector reported that Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)
includes a variety of behaviour - covering complex, selfish and
unacceptable activity that can blight the quality of community
life. ASB destroys lives and shatters communities. He added
that it is a widespread problem but its effects are often more
damaging in fragile communities. He further added that if ASB
is left unchecked, it can lead to neighbourhood decline resulting
in people moving away and tenants abandoning housing. He
stated that ASB can seriously damage the quality of life for
vulnerable people, through fear of crime and the long-term
effect of victimisation. He added that ASB incurs costs to a wide
range of people including individuals, families, schools, local
authorities, social landlords and businesses.

The Inspector advised that the 1998 Crime and Disorder Act
defines ASB as acting “In a manner that caused or is likely to
cause harassment, alarm of distress to one or more persons not
of the same household as (the defendant)”.

He added that many factors have been identified that, while they
do not cause anti-social behaviour, they do increase the risk of it
happening. He outlined four main areas which have been
identified:

1) Family Environment e.g. poor parental discipline and
supervision.

2) Schooling and educational attainment e.g. school
exclusion and truancy patterns.

3) Community life/accommodation/employment e.g.
growing up in a deprived area with low-income families
and high rates of unemployment.

4) Personal and individual factors e.g. early involvement in
problem behaviour.

The Inspector advised that ASB can be classified as:
Criminal damage

Criminal damage to vehicles
Youths causing annoyance



Disturbances
Vehicle related nuisance
Street drinking

The Inspector was asked how many anti-social behaviour
warning letters are issued to each individual before an ASBO is
issued.

The Inspector replied that an ASBO warning letter is designed to
be issued to those persons who are behaving in a way that
would suggest that they might be subject to an ASBO at a future
date. He added that if they do not cease their conduct after the
letter, this can then be used as evidence in any ASBO
application.

He stated that a warning letter may not necessarily be issued in
every case such as when it is believed that it may lead to victims
or witnesses being harassed or intimidated. He added that the
issuing of a warning letter to an individual committing ASB
should be considered at an early stage.

He reported that he would advocate the issue of one ASBO
warning letter and that once a decision to seek an ASBO has
been made, consideration should be given to advise the
individual of this. This notice should inform the individual of their
behaviour and offer further advice and support.

The Inspector was asked if this warning letter is issued to the
offender or to their parents/guardians and how is this followed

up.

The Inspector reported that in relation to children and young
persons, the primary aim is to divert them from the Criminal
Justice System and is therefore the remit of the Youth Diversion
Scheme. He added that a copy of the ASBO warning letter or
relevant documentation which is forwarded to the child or young
person must also be given to the parents/guardians and held by
the Youth Diversion Officer.

He further added that police will monitor the behaviour of the
individual and gather any evidence in support of further action.

The Inspector was asked to provide more information on the
Control Strategy referred to in District Commander’s report.

The Inspector reported that the Control Strategy is the conduit
used to focus Police response in relation to ASB. He added that
there are three strands to the Control Strategy, i.e., intelligence,
prevention and enforcement.
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The Inspector was asked to clarify if all publicans in the district
would be included in the “Safer Centre Scheme.”

The Inspector replied that “The Safer Centre Scheme” is an
initiative involving licensed premises to encourage them to sign
up to a Code of Conduct, emphasising the removal of glasses
and bottles from patrons. He added that there will be a publicity
campaign linked to the scheme outlining the types of behaviour
targeted i.e. assaults, criminal damage, litter etc. He further
added that the ultimate aim of this scheme is to roll it out across
all towns and villages in the Strabane Police Area.
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The Inspector was asked to advise members what initiatives are
being developed by PSNI to educate and tackle young drivers in
the district and to provide a breakdown on the age groups of
people detected for speeding and/or dangerous driving offences.

The Inspector reported that a Strabane District Road Safety
Week is planned to take place in November 2007 and will focus
on teenage drivers and young children.

He added that the event will have three strands:

A safety day for teenage drivers/potential drivers revolving
around a staged road traffic collision and involving PSNI,
NIFRS and NIAS. A trial will then be staged at Strabane
Courthouse and the Prison Service will advise participants
about their role.

A week long road safety operation involving Neighbourhood
Policing Teams and Roads Policing who will undertake
vehicle checkpoints, focused operations and school/youth
group activities.

Distribution of road safety school bags to all P1/P2 children
across the District, containing a high visibility safety kit and
educational material.

He stated that officers in Strabane will continue to promote
public safety by actively targeting offenders on the roads. He
provided an update on figures for Strabane for July and August
2007 but indicated that a breakdown by age is not available.
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Excess Speed

16 12
Careless & Dangerous
Driving 41 29
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The Inspector was asked if and when Strabane town centre
would have CCTV installed and what were the difficulties in
installing it.

The Inspector reported that the main difficulty surrounding
CCTV is the costs involved, i.e., both installation costs and
running costs. He added that PSNI are involved in discussions
with the Chamber of Commerce and Council to try to make
progress on this matter.

The Inspector was asked to clarify if CCTV would be installed in
Strabane town and Castlederg and if it would be a mobile or
permanent unit.

The Inspector stated that initially CCTV would be considered for
Strabane town, however it could be extended to other areas.
He added that he could not confirm at this time if it would be a
mobile or permanent unit.

The Inspector was asked if PSNI have enough staff should
CCTV be extended to other towns throughout the district.

He replied that PSNI are confident that they have sufficient staff

to cover all areas. He added that due to restructuring PSNI will
have to make better use of existing staff levels.
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A pupil from Strabane Grammar School noted that PSNI do not
get enough support from the public nor do they provide enough
support in terms of safety measures for DPP members.

The Inspector replied that PSNI generally get good support from
members of the public and that they gather intelligence to help
prevent attacks on DPP Members.
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A member of public stated that the District Commander’s report
is based on recorded crime, however a lot of crime is not
recorded as the public often have difficulty getting a response at
police stations by telephone.

The Inspector reported that the police communication centre has
changed and is now based at Strand Road Station. He
acknowledged the difficulties members of the public face in
getting through by phone and advised that he would pass this
information on.
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The Crime Prevention Officer gave a presentation about
personal safety. She advised young people how to keep
themselves safe while out and about, while travelling and how to
keep their belongings safe. The presentation ended by showing
a short DVD illustrating simple, common sense ways to keep
safe.
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The Drugs Education Officer spoke to young people regarding
the different types of drugs that are available and the
consequences of taking them. He stated that all young people
have a number of choices to make throughout their lives and
that taking drugs is a very foolish choice to make.

The Chairman commended the PSNI for their report. He
expressed his thanks to Constable Caroline Hill and Constable
Roy Lyall for their presentations. He thanked all schools and
members of the public for attending.

The meeting closed at 12.00 noon
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Crime Reduction DPP 85/07

Anti-Social Behaviour DPP 86/07

Safer Centre Scheme DPP 87/07

Young Drivers DPP 88/07

Recorded Crime DPP 91/07

Presentation — Crime Prevention Officer DPP 92/07

Presentation — Drugs Education Officer DPP 93/07
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CCTV DPP 89/07

Support for PSNI DPP 90/07
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Findings from the 135 completed evaluation forms at the meeting
in public in Strabane (28.9.07) were as follows:

1) 75% of respondents found the meeting interesting and
informative, compared to 24% who did not.

2) 77% of respondents gained a better understanding of the
role of the DPP from the meeting, compared to 21% who
did not.

3) 75% of respondents found the PSNI presentation good or
excellent, compared to 25% who found it poor.

4) 68% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied
with the questions posed by Strabane DPP members,
compared to 32% who were dissatisfied.

5) 76% were either satisfied or very satisfied with the
responses provided by PSNI, compared to 24% who were
dissatisfied.

6) 84% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied
with the information provided by PSNI Drug Squad,
compared to 16% who were dissatisfied.

7) 81% of respondents were either satisfied or very satisfied
with the information provided by PSNI Crime Prevention,

10



compared to 18% who were dissatisfied, with 1% not
answering.

8) 33% of respondents would like to have participated more
in the meeting, compared to 65% who would not, with 2%
not answering.

9) 65 % of respondents would attend a further meeting of

Strabane DPP, compared to 34% who would not, with 1%
not answering.
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Figures Extracted 10.09.07
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Domain: Tackling Crime
% < 1,

03 03 ? / 7/
# = > &
190 136 -28.4%

3.2.1 To reduce the total See Section 2
number of violent crimes by

. REDUCTION BY 54 CRIMES
16 crimes.
3.3.1 To reduce the total 176 133 -24.4% See Section 2
number of recorded crimes REDUCTION BY 43 CRIMES
of criminal damage by 12
crimes.
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Domain: Promoting Community Safety
Objectives: Reduce anti-social behaviour

Reduce fear of crime and promote a safer community

Reduce casualties on the road

03 03 ? & / /
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5.1.1 To reduce the number
of incidents of anti-social 360 381 +5 8% See Section 2
behaviour by 5%.
5.2.1 To establish a baseline
figure for the number of 0 P(_)Iice _have been unable to mal§e _
detections in respect of On Street drinking
referrals/detections for on during this quarter. This may be attributed
street drinking to our Hi Visibility presence at key times
' and our close cooperation with the
Vintners.
5.3.1 To establish a baseline
figure for the number of 5
referrals made to the Youth
Diversion Officer for
underage drinking.
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Domain: Promoting Community Safety
Objectives: Reduce anti-social behaviour
Reduce fear of crime and promote a safer community

Reduce casualties on the road

03 03
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7.2.1 To establish a baseline 75
figure for the number of
persons detected for
speeding.
7.3.1 To establish a baseline 110
figure for the number of
persons detected for
dangerous driving.
/
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#

Initiative

Impact

3.2.1 To reduce the total
number of violent crimes by 16

crimes.

Safer Centre Scheme involving both police and
publicans, with the aims of reducing violent

crime and criminal damage.

93

During the period April-June 2007 there was a
28.4% reduction in violent crime compared to

the same period the previous year.

Meetings are ongoing and recently a publican’s
representative and member from the Chamber
of Commerce have agreed to monthly meeting
with the Area Commander and Sector Inspector

to discuss any ongoing problems.

There are ongoing discussions regarding the
possibility of CCTV being introduced to the town

centre.
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#

Initiative

Impact

3.3.1 To reduce the total
number of recorded crimes of

criminal damage by 12 crimes.

5.1.1 To reduce the number of
incidents of anti-social

behaviour by 5%.

Operations at the weekend specifically detailed

to curtail criminal damage.

High visibility patrols at hotspot areas as

defined by Analyst’s reports.

A pro-active approach regarding arrest and

charging of offenders.

Anti-social behaviour warning letters have
been sent out to a number of persistent
offenders.

High visibility patrolling of hotspot areas has
taken place.

As a result of an ongoing problem a Control
Strategy has recently been formulated
regarding anti-social behaviour in the area.
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During the period April-June 2007 there was a
24.4% reduction in criminal damage compared

to the same period the previous year.

A number of people are now being considered

for ASBOs as a deterrent to further offenders.
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Recorded Recorded % Change Cleared % Cleared Cleared % Cleared
Crime Classes Apr-Jun Apr-Jun Apr-Jun Apr-Jun Apr-Jun Apr-Jun
06/07 07/08 06/07 06/07 07/08 07/08
. Offences against the person 177 130 -26.6% 86 48.6% 41 31.5%
. Sexual Offences 11 5 -54.5% 1 9.1% 0 0.0%
. Burglary 38 7 -81.6% 5 13.2% 0 0.0%
(Domestic Burglary) 19 5 -73.7% 4 21.1% 0 0.0%
. Robbery 2 1 -50.0% 1 50.0% 0 0.0%
. Theft 80 73 -8.8% 21 26.3% 21 28.8%
(Theft from vehicles) 12 8 -33.3% 0 0.0% 0 0.0%
(Theft of Vehicles) 11 9 -18.2% 5 45.5% 4 44.4%
. Fraud and Forgery 24 9 -62.5% 11 45.8% 2 22.2%
. Criminal Damage 176 133 -24.4% 33 18.8% 12 9.0%
. Offences against the state 8 4 -50.0% 6 75.0% 1 25.0%
. Other notifiable offences 18 11 -38.9% 19 105.6% 9 81.8%
& 7! ABS 190 136 -28.4% 88 46.3% 41 30.1%
& 534 373 -30.1% 183 34.3% 86 23.1%
( / / LB
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Initiatives and/or progress under Policing with the Community

Impact

) ) 19
Crime Reduction initiative with Community Safety Partnership
and local churches.
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This is an ongoing initiative and as a result a breakfast morning
has been arranged at Strabane Station on
20" September.

This was held on 10™ June with Primary Schools and youth
groups attending. This was a major success with a large

attendance.
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Initiatives or contribution towards Community Safety Projects

Impact
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This initiative involved both police and publicans, with the aims

of reducing violent crime and criminal damage.

During the period April-June 2007 there were reductions in both

violent crime and incidents of criminal damage.
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* includes
assault

** includes
domestic
burglary

*** includes
vehicle crime

Total Violent
Crime (1,2&3)
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